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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


History of the American Medical Association. 
NUMBER Iv. 
BY ONE OF ITS MEMBERS. 


Tux doings of the ‘second National Convention, held in May 1847, 
were noticed more or less in detail by the Medical Periodicals through- 
out the country. And with few exceptions, thesemotices were couched 
it terms of decided commendation. Several of the medical periodicals 
in this country were conducted by Professors in the Medica] Colleges, and 
a majority of them regarded the action of the Convention in reference 
to extending the College term te six months, as unwise and impractica- 
uel Annan, one of the Professors in the Transylyania University, the 
oldest medical school in the West, earried his objections much farther, 
and reviewed the proceedings of the Convention ‘at considerable length 
in the Western Lancet, and his views were'at least partially endorsed 
by the Editor of that Journal. Dr. Annan contended that the Conven- 
tion was not properly a National one, because some sections of the 
country were represented very imperfectly, and many of the Colleges 
not at all ; and hence its recommendations, were not binding either on 
the profession or the Medical schools. He not only opposed the exten- 
sion of the Lecture term in the Colleges to six months, as reeommended 
by the Convention, but he opposed still more strenuously the resolutions 
adopted, setting forth a standard of preliminary education to be required 
before commencing the study of medicine. 

Those resolutions were contained iy the article published in the April 
number of this Journal. The standard requires simply, that the indi- 
vidual proposing to study medicine, shall have “acquired a good En- 
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- glish education, a knowledge of Natural Philosophy and the elementary 


Mathematical Sciences, including Geometry and Algebra; and such an 
acquaintance at least with the Latin and Greek languages as will ena- 
ble him to appreciate the technical language of medicine, and read and 
write prescriptions.” 

And yet Dr. Annan gravely and at considerable length, contended that 
these requirements were too high; that they impose unnecessary bur- 
dens on the student, and, if exacted, would deter many from studying 
the profession, who would otherwise enter it with profit to themselves, 
and benefit to the community. This effort of Dr. Annan, like the Ad- 
dress of Dr. Martyn Paine, previous to the first Convention, instead of 
diminishing the confidence of the profession in the doitigs and objects 
of those who assembled in Philadelphia, only served to call out able re- 
plies from several sources, both in the east and the west, and thereby 
direct the attention of a much larger number to the importance of the 
whole subject. Perhaps the most important of these replies was that of 
Dr. Sutton, of Georgetown, Kentucky, published in the Western Jour- 
nal of Medicine and Surgery. He refuted all the special pleading of 
Prof. Annan, with sound arguments and happy illustrations. But while 
some of the resolutions adopted by the Philadelphia Convention were 
objected to by such Journals as were connected with the Medical Col- 
leges, they were almost unanimously approved by the great mass of ac- 
tive practitioners, as represented in the several State and County or 
District Societies. Indeed, one of the earliest and most important re- 
eults which followed the organization of a permanent National Associa- 
tion, was the organization of new Societies and Associations in states 
where none existed before, and the revival of many old Societies which 
had ceased to maintain an aetive existence. 

During the period intervening between the sitting of the Convention 
in Philadelphia, and the next annual meeting in Baltimore, new State 
Medical Societies were organized in South Carolina, Alabama, and 
Pennsylvania ; and the old ones were greatly invigorated in Georgia, 
Mississippi, Tennessee, Ohio, and Wisconsin. In all these and many 
others in the Middle and New England States, resolutions were adopted 
cordially sanctioning the action of the National Convention, particular- 
ly in reference to the subject of preliminary and medical education. The 
following resolutions adopted by the Medical Society of the State of De- 
laware, at its Annual meeting in December 1847, will afford a fair re- 
presentation of the action of nearly all the State Medical Societies in 
the United States, in reference to the same subject. 
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“ Resolved, That this Society regard the unanimity which character- 
ized the proceedings of the National Medical Convention, at its annual 
meeting in May last, and the prospective field of action then unfolded, 
as sources of gratification, and as calculated to advance the best in 
of the medical profession, and of the community at large, by elevati 
the standard of medical education and ethies, and by exciting a spirit 
scientific investigation throughout the Union.” 


“ Resolved, That this Society coincide in the recommendation of the 
Convention, as respects preliminary education, the requirement of the 
medical schools, and registration of births, marriages and deaths; and 
that its efforts shall be directed to the advancement of the objects there- 
in contemplated.” 


But while the proceedings of the great National Medical Congress at 
Philadelphia, were thus explicitly ratified and sanctioned by the great 
body of American practitioners, as represented in the state and local Soei- 
eties, it is evident that most of those directly connected with the medi- 
cal schools, looked upon the whole movement with distrust, chiefly, how- 
ever, on account of the proposed extension of the Lecture term to siz 
months, That they felt strongly the moral force of the recommenda- 
tion, was evident both from the comments of such Medical Journals as 
represented particular schools, and from attempts to partially comply 
with the requisition. Thus the medical department of the University 
of Pennsylvania promptly extended its Lecture term to six months, 
thereby complying with the recommendation in full; the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, the oldest and most influential school in New 
York, extended its term to five months; while most of the remaining 
schools contented themselves with the addition of from two to four weeks 
of preliminary instruction, on which their classes might attend or not, 
as they chose. 

Such seems to have been the immediate and obvious influence produ- 
ced by the organization of the American Medical Association, and the 
two National Conventions that preceded it. 

The first regular annual meeting of the Association commenced its 
session on the 2d day of May, 1848, in the city. of Baltimore. At 11 
o'clock A. M., the President, the venerable Dr. Nathaniel Chapman of 
Philadelphia, took the chair and opened the session with a very brief, 
but eloquent and appropriate address. In applying the word appropri- 
ate, to the remarks of Dr. Chapman, I do not wish to be understood as 
endorsing fully one of the prominent sentiments then uttered by him, 
and which reads as follows, viz: ‘The profession ta which we belong, 
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ence venerated on account of its antiquity—its varied and profound sei- 
ence— its elegant literature—its polite aecomplishments—its virtues— 
has become corrupt, and degenerate to the forfeiture of its social position, 
and with it, of the homage it formerly received spontaneously and uni- 


~versally.” It would be exceedingly gratifying to know when was that 


golden period in the history of medicine, characterized by profound sci- 
ence and elegant literature, coupled with the polite accomplishments and 
exalted virtues of its votaries. 

It could not have been at a very ancieat period, for with the excep- 
tion of here and there a brilliant star in the medical firmament, we find 
in all the earlier centuries, instead of profound medical science, only a 
medical literature corrupted by an intermixture of all the mythological, 
alchemistical, and superstitious dogmas of the times. Indeed, Dr. Chap- 
man himeclf, in the same brief address, tells us that, “with the present 
century the spirit of philosophy began to be infused into it, (medicine) 
creative of rea/ and substantial improvements in its theories and modes 
of practice, raising it from a low and conjectural art, to a place among 
the legitimate sciences.” The present century commenced with the year 
1800 ; and if with that began the first real infusion of the spirit of true 
philosophy into medical science and literature, resulting in their vab- 
sequent elevation to a “ place among the legitimate sciences,” then sure- 
ly, we must search for the golden age alluded to, among the records of 
the last fifty years; that is, within a period covered by the professional 
eareer of Dr. Chapman himself. Now the idea that the profession, in 
any of its aspects, has become more corrwpt and degenerate during that 
brief period, will appear simply ridiculous to all who are familiar with 
its history. I know it may be said that Dr. Chapman referred more 
particularly to its “social position,’’ than to its progress in science. The 
time has been, doubtless, when a powdered wig, a golden headed cane, 
and a pompous display of the mythological jargon of past centuries, 
elicited from the superstitious multitude, an admiring deference and 
blind homage unknown at the present day. But was that a social posi- 
tion to be desired; or to be remembered with regret by enlightened 
minds of the nineteenth century? I think not. And I further think, 
that we shall search the records of the past in vain, to find a period when 
the profession possessed more profound science—more elegant literature 
—more varied accomplishments—or more exalted virtues,—than at the 

t time. 

The idea that there has been during the last century, any period when 

the profession has become corrupt and degenerate, in any of its aspects, 
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whether scientific, literary, moral, or social, is delusive and untrue. 
False pretenders and quackery have abounded in every age, from that 
of Hippocrates to the present. But legitimate medicine has advanced 
with every step of progress in general science and philosophy. And dur- 
ing the last half century, especially, has every branch of the healing art 
become enriched and expanded by an accumulation of facts and the ap- 
plication of philosophical principles of research, beyond any other period 
that can be named. It is this very rapid advance in science and litera- 
ture which has made ignorance in the profession more apparent, exposed 
more fully the tricks and arts of mere pretenders, and brought the whole 
profession more rigidly to the necessity of resting its claims te public 
confidence on its actual attainments. The real boundaries of medical 
science, the sum total of medical knowledge, has also immensely increas - 
ed, as is easily demonstrated by comparing the text-books and medical 
literature of 1800 with those of 1850. And yet with all this inerease 
of medical science and literature, including the applications of the mi- 
croseope, organic chemistry, and physical means of diagnosis, the nomi- 
nal term of medical pupilage has remained the same. 

The medical schools attempt to teach the medical science of 1850, in 
the same number of weeks as they did that of 1800. Hence the real 
cause of that restlessness of the professional mind, and that demand for 
reform which resulted in the formation of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, was not corruption and degeneracy, nor a consciousness of social 
degradation ; but it was the failure on the part of the profession at large, 
to exact of those proposing to enter its ranks, a general education, cor- 
responding with the extent and intricacy of the medical field before 
them, and an equal failure of the medical schools to extend and system- 
atize their courses of lectures in a ratio with the rapidly extending sci- 
ences which they professed to teach. 

The whole number of delegates present at the meeting in Baltimore 
was 266, representing societies and medical institutions in twenty-one 
States and the District of Columbia. After a variety of motions and 
some ballottings, e Committee of one from each State represented in the 
Convention, was appointed to recommend suitable candidates for officers 
of the Association during the coming year. Dr. Chapman, in his opening 
address had expressly declined being a candidate for re-election, and 
urged upon the Association the propriety of adopting the principle of 
rotation in office. On the morning of the second day of the session, the 
nominating committee reported the following list of candidates, who were 
unanimously elected as the officers of the Association, viz: 
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PRESIDENT, 
Dr. ALEXANDER H. Stevens, of New York. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS, 
Drs J.C. Warren, of Mass.; Samvuet Jackson, of Pennsylvania; 
Paut FP. Eve, of Georgia; W. M. Awt, of Ohio._ 
SECRETARIES, 
Drs. Aurrep Srruue’, of Philadelphia; H. Y. Bowprren, of Boston. 
TREASURER, 
Dr. Isaac Hays, of Philadelphia. 


Dr. Stevens on being conducted to the chair, returned his thanks to 
the Association for the honor conferred, and added some very excellent 
remarks. The most important subjects which engrossed the attention of 
the Association during the session, were embodied in the reports of the 
Standing Committees appointed at the meeting in Philadelphia. The 
report on Medical Sciences was made by Dr. W. T, Wragg, of Charles- 
ton, 8. C.; that on Practical Medicine by Dr. Joseph M. Smith, of New 
York, to which was appended a very interesting paper on (Zdematous 
Laryngitis, by Dr. Gurdon Buck, one of the Surgeons to the New York 
Hospital ; and that on Obstetrics, by Dr. Harvey Lindsly, of Washing- 
ton, D. C. These several reports were well written, and contained a very 
full resumé of the recent improvements made in these important depart- 
ments of medical science. The report on Surgery was made by Dr, George 
W. Norris, of Philadelphia, to which was appended three papers on 
angesthetic agents in surgical practice, namely, one by Dr. Isaac Parrish 
of Philadelphia, one by Dr. Henry J. Bigelow of Boston, and one by Dr. 
R. D. Mussey, of Cincinnati. These last named papers led to a somewhat 
protracted and very interesting discussion, during which much valuable 
information in relation to the use of Ether, Chloroform, and Chlorie 
Ether, was communicated, by Dr. J. C. Warren and others. 

The report from the Standing Committee on Medical Literature was 
made by Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, of Boston; and that on Medical 
Edueation, by Dr. A. H. Stevens, of New York. The latter report was 
accompanied by a series of resolutions, dedlaring it to be the duty of the 
Trustees of Hospitals to open their wards for the purposes of clinical 
instruction ; that every system of medical instruction should rest on the 
basis of practical demonstration and clinical teaching, and that Medical 
Colleges should gain access for their students to the wards of a well regu- 
lated hospital ; that no mere political considerations should influence the 
appointment of those who are to serve as Hospital Physicians and Sur. 
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geons; that the recommendations of the Convention of May 1847, in 
telation to preliminary education and the requisites for graduation, be re- 
affirmed by the Association ; and some other items of less importance. 
These resolutions were discussed fully in Committee of the whole, and 
finally adopted with one or two amendments. The resolution in relation 
to preliminary education, &c., as adopted, is as follows, viz: 

“ Resolved, That this Committee reiterate and strongly recommend 
to the Association a practical observance of the resolutions appended to 
the report of the Committee on preliminary Education, and on the re- 
quisites for uation submitted to the Medical Convention which as- 
sembled in Philadelphia in May, 1847.” 


The foregoing reports from Standing Committees, occupy 240 pages 
of the volume of Transactions, and are well worthy of the perusal of 
every member of the profession. The paper of Dr. Buck on (idematous 
laryngitis and the practicability of scarifiying the glottis, was illustrated 
by several well executed colored plates, and is alone worth the cost of 
the whole volume. 

The report of Dr. Holmes on Medical Literature criticises with seve- 
rity, the proneness of American writers to content themselves with the 
position of Editors of Foreign works ; and with still greater severity the 
character of some departments of our medical periodicals. But he closes 
his report without any more specific recommendations than the following, 
viz: “It is by indirect means rather than by direct contrivances that this 
desirable object, (the improvement of our medical literature,) is to be 
promoted; by elevating the standard of education; by the stern ex- 
clusion of unworthy articles from Medical Journals ; by the substitution 
of original for parasitical authorship ; and by introducing such a tone of 
general scholarship and scientific cultivation, that the finer class of in- 
tellects may be drawn towards the ranks of the medical profession.” 

During the session of the Association, a communication was received 
from the Medical Department of the National Institute in reference to 
the Sanitary condition of the United States, informing the Association 
that a Committee had been appointed on that important subject, and in- 
viting its aid and co-operation. 

This was responded to by the Association, and a Committee, consist- 
ing of twelve eminent members of the profession was appointed to report 
on the subject at the next annual meeting. 

Dr. T. O. Edwards, then a member of Congress from Ohio, made a 
very interesting communication to the Association on the subject of the 
adulteration of imported drugs, and the necessity of a law of Congress, 
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requiring the inspection of drugs in all the principal sea-port towns, 
The communication of Dr. Edwards was received with attention, and 
published in the Transactions of the Association. A formal memorial 
for such a law as had been proposed, was drawn up ‘and presented to 
Congress. A report occupying seventeen pages of the volume of Trans. 
actions, was made by the Chairman of the Committee on Indigenous 
Medical Botany, Dr. N. 8. Davis, of New York. This report was chiefly 
occupied with the discussion of the medicinal properties of the Rumex, or 
Water Dock; the Lycopus Virginicus; the Hamamelis Virginicus; 
and the Cimicifuga Racemosa. It seems to have been the design of the 
Chairman of this Committee, to institute a thorough inquiry into the 
real medicinal properties of such native plants as had been reputed to 
possess valuable medicinal qualities, rather than the collection of mere 
Botanical Catalogues. And it is to be regretted that his design has not 
been fully carried out, for there is no subject that more imperiously 
demands a thorough investigation than this. This report was de 
signed by its author, merely as the beginning of a work, that would se 
quire years to complete. It was accompanied by two papers embodying 
extensive Botanical Catalogues of Medicinal Plants, one from Dr. Ste- 
phen W. Williams, of Massachusetts, and the other from Dr. F. P. Por- 
cher, of S.C. These were returned to the Committee with the request 
that their investigations should be continued another year. On motion of 
Dr. Corbin, of Virginia, delegates were appointed to visit and exchange 
friendly intercourse with the British and Provincial Medical and Surgi- 
eal Associations. Drs. George B. Wood, Jacob Bigelow, and H, 1 
MeGuire were appointed for that purpose. Various amendments to the 
constitution were proposed, but could not be acted upon until the next 
annual meeting of the Association. 

The number of Standing Committees required by the Constitution 
was appointed, and the City of Boston selected as the place for the next 
annual meeting. With the exception of a few items of discord at the 
commencement of the session, the proceedings of this meeting were con- 
ducted throughout; with much harmony and good feeling. The session 
was continued three days, and evidently contributed much to increase 
the confidence of the profession in the permanency and value of the As 
sociation. It was evident that an active spirit of improvement had been 
aroused in every department of the profession. 

. It was manifest in the rapidly increasing social organization of the 
profession, to which I have already alluded. It was equally manifest 
im the zoal with which the several Committees appointed by the Associ 
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ation, entered upon the literary labors imposed upon them; and still 
more by the disposition to communicate valuable private papers, like 
those of Drs. Buck, Du Bois, and Edwards, which were presented at the 
present session. 

And as the first regular annual session of the Association closed, I 
think every member felt willing to unite heartily in the following senti- 
ment which constituted the closing remark of Dr. Stevens on taking the 

“Our Association stands forth without a parallel in its high purposes, 
and in its means of accomplishing them. May it prove an exemplar of 
similar organizations in our sister republics of the Western Hemisphere, 
and exhibit in a new form to our brethren in Europe, the easy adapta- 
tion of our institutions to the great end of promoting the happiness of 
mankind.” 


—— OOO 


On a peculiar Acid, secreted in the Lungs. By Dr. a. 
Rendus.) Translated for the N. J. MeprcaL Reporter, by On. F. J. 
Lesisacs, from the German (Medicinische Neuigkeiten; Erlangen : 
vol. ii. p. 160. Edited by Prof. Wintrich). 

“ VERDEIL has examined the lungs of .nany animals, and is most evi- 
dently convinced, that in the parenchyma of the lungs, a peculiar erys- 
tallizable acid is present, which forms crystaliine compounds with bases. 
This acid is partly in a free state, but preponderates as a salt of soda. 
VERDEIL experimented in the following manner: He cut up the pulmo- 
nary tissue into excessively small slices, so as to render it almost of a 
pasty consistence. He then triturated the mass with cold distilled wa- 
ter, placed it in a linen sack and expressed the liquid. This mani- 
fested an acid re-action. The liquid was then heated in a sand bath, to 
separate the albumen by coagulation ; then it was neutralized by baryta, 
end evaporated in the water-bath to about three-fourths of its former 
volume. Then a solution of sulphate of copper was added, which pro- 
duced a thick and copious precipitate. The liquid having again been fil- 
tered, was found to contain sulphate of copper in excess. Dr. VERDEIL 
then added a small quantity of sulphuret of barium in solution, so as to 
produce aff insoluble salt of sulphate of baryta and sulphate of copper. 
The supernatant liquor was again filtered and evaporated until crystals 
of sulphate of seda commenced to form. As soon as this took place a 
peqiied.cteshak, By this process, the pulmonic acid is dissolved, 
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while the sulphate of soda remains behind insoluble. During the cook 
ing of the alcohol, in the course of a few hours, needle-like erystals form 
around a centre, which can easily be seen adhering to the sides of the 
vessel. 

This crystallized pulmonic acid is lustrous, has a considerable light- 
reflecting power, and loses no water of crystallization, if heated to 100 
deg. R. It is easily dissolved in water, but insoluble in ether and aleo- 
hol, soluble, however, in boiling alcohol. The elementary analysis 
showed it to consist of carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, oxygen and sulphur. 
(An aceurate chemical formula has not yet been obtained.) This acid 
has the property to disengage carbonic acid from carbonates. It seems 
to play an important part in the animal economy, decomposing, as it 
seems, the carbonate of soda, carried in the blood to the lung, by combi- 
ning with the soda, and in this way setting the carbonic acid free. 

That this acid is secreted in a free state by the lungs is proved by 
the fact, that all blood has an alkaline re-action. The pulmonic acid 
eembining with the soda of the blood, does not change the chemical re- 
action of the latter, because it only takes the place of the expelled -car- 
bonie acid.” 

REMARKS BY THE TRANSLATOR.—It was formerly believed, that thecar- 


. onic acid, which we exhale, was formed in the lungs. The opinion 


prevailed, that the blood which is sent to the lungs through the arteria 
pulmonalis, carried carbon with it, and that the oxygen which we in- 
spire entered in the Jungs diregtly in combination with this carbon, so 
as to form carbonic acid in such a way, that the oxygen taken in by 
one inspiration would again be expelled im the form of carbonic acid gas 
with the next expiration. But this theory has been abandoned by all 
physiologists, since it is known, not only that the oxygen, taken in the 
Jungs, is carried by the red corpuscles to every part of the body, but 
also, that carbonic acid is found to be ready formed in the venous blood. 
. Modern physiology also leaves no doubt as to the source of carbonic 
acid. It is formed in the capillaries. The only question which remain- 
ed an open one is, in which state does the carbmic acid veach the lungs? 
Manifold experiments on the absorption of gases by different fluids, 
leave no trace of » doubt, that a part of the carbonic acid iss in 
» free state by the venous blood. But taking into ion the 
large amount of carbonie acid daily exhaled by the skin, it seems proba- 
aheorptive power of the blood, however, in reference to carbonic acid, 
not by any means so high, that we-could account in this way for the 
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whole mass of carbonic acid expelled from the lungs. The theory, that 
carbonic acid reaches the lungs in combination with alkalies, so as to 
form carbonates, has not hitherto been aceepted, on the ground that 
it could not be explained how the carbonic acid could be separated in 
the lungs from such a base, and set free. The discovery of a i 
pulmonic acid by Dr. Verdeil, has removed all objections, formerly in 
the way of this theory. 

If we take into consideration the objects of respiration, we find them 
to be twofold. The first object of the respiratory process is, to carry 
erygen into the system. The oxygen is not mechanically absorbed by the 
blood, but in the lungs it enters into a chemical combination with the 
hematin of the red corpuscles. Iron forms an essential constituent of 
hematin. In chlorosis it is substantially iron, which is wanting in the 
formation of red corpuscles, and because we find in this disease an in- 
sufficient oxygenation of the blood, we are justified to conclude, that 
the iron of the hamatin unites chemically with the oxygen and sets it 
free in its course through the capillaries, wherever it is wanted for the 
processes of nutrition and re-absorption, Jn this manner we find iron 
to be the carrier of oxygen, 

The second object of respiration is to remove the carbonic acid, which 
has been formed in the capillaries by the decomposition of disintegrated 
tisswes. Should there not be a carrier of carbonic acid for the process of 
decarbonization, as there is a carrier for that of oxygenation of the blood? 
Verdeil seems to have answered this question indirectly by accepting, 
that carbonate of soda is decomposed in the lungs, by the peculiar pul- 
monic acid discovered by him. 

In a pathological point of view, this discovery must lead to important 
results. If the secretion of the pulmonic acid is disturbed, if it is se- 
ereted in an abnormally small quantity, so as to be insufficient to decom- 
pose the normal amount of carbonate of soda, the carbonic acid is ne- 
cessarily accumulated in the organism, and in this way diseases may be 
caused, especially of the liver. The antagonism between this organ and 
the lungs, has long been observed, although the remote cause of this 
was not known. : 

Disturbances of the animal organism by an abnormally increased se- 
cretion of this acid, cannot be determined before we are acquainted with 
the proportions in which the elements forming the acid are combined. 

If we accept soda to be the carrier of carbonic acid in the animal- or- 
ganism, we can easily explain why common salt must be so essential a 
constituent of our food, and why we take it in larger proportions even 
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than carbonates and phosphates of lime and magnesia, which enter to a 
larger extent into the constitution of our frame than salts of soda. 

Whether in some disturbances of the process of respiration, chloride of 
sodium would not act analogous to iron in chlorosis, by supplying  ne- 
cessary element of decarbonization, as the former supplies an element of 
oxydation, is a question which remains to be settled by practical expe- 
rience in the sick chamber.* 

If further researches and experiments should either confirm or over. 
throw the remarks and suggestions made by the translator, he will re- 
turn to the subject, if it has not been done by somebody else before him. 

Chloride of Sodium in Intermittent Fever. 
By Epwarp D. G. Sarra, M. D. 


Every one who has treated Intermittent Fever to any extent, ha 
been annoyed by the obstinacy with which it sometimes resists al! mea- 
sures which are brought to bear upon it; and will be prepared to wel- 
come what appears to be a new remedy. For though Chloride of Sodium 
has long been used in medicine for various purposes,—emetic, alterative, 
astringent, anthelmintic, &c., its use as an anti-periodic, as far as T can 
discover from considerable search and enquiry, is of modern date. 
Eberle, Dewees, Watson, Wood and Gregory, in their several treatises 
upon Intermittent Fever do not mention it: neither is this property as- 
“tribed to it by Pereira or the U. 8. Dispensatory. The merit of first 
proposing it in this complaint, according to an article in the New Jrn- 
sty Mepicay Reporter for December, 1851, is due to Dr. Piorry of 
Paris, who administers it in doses of two table spoonsful once or twice-a 
day, and asserts that it arrests the paroxysms as promptly as quinine. 
Professor Herrick of Rush Medical College, also reports the result of 

‘Reveral trials made with it, which go to corroborate the statements of 
Piorry. He prescribes it in doses of three or four drachms, twice daily 
in mucilage. After the fever is checked he gives it in smaller doses— 
ten grains with the same quantity of carbonate of iron two or three 
times daily, as a tonic and corrective of the secretions of the alimentary 
tube. From the high terms in which it was spoken of by these gentlemen, 
I resolved to administer it upon the first opportunity. TI did so, and the 

result was so satisfactory, that I was induced to give it a more extensive 
trial. I haye given it in many cases; in some of which quinine and ar- 


_@ Since this was written, the writer has learned that chloride of sodium has. 
weed with great sncvess in intermittent fever, by Dr. E. D. G. Smith, of Newark, xy 
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senic had failed; and its almost invariable success, I think, warrants the 
praises bestowed upon it, and entitles it to recognition among the arti- 
cles generally considered as specifics in this complaint. In faet, I do 
not recollect a single instance in which it has failed, when it has been 
faithfully taken according to my directions. In those cases in which it 
has appeared to fail, I have found, upon strict enquiry, that the patient 
neglected to take it,—generally because of its nauseous taste ; which un- 
fortunately cannot be entirely hidden, and which is the principal objec- 
tion to its use, especially for children. I thifk there is less tendency 
to the return of the disease at the expiration of the week, when cured 
by the chloride, than when quinine or arsenic is used. My friends, 
Drs. Eyrich and L. G. Thomas, who have both given it successfully in 
many cases, are of the same opinion. 

I found the doses directed by Drs. Piorry and Herrick rather too 
large ;—in most instances the stomach being unable to retain them. My 
method, therefore, has been to give it, during the interval of the fever, 
in doses of a teaspoonful—in weight from 3jss to Zij., in slippery elm 
or toast tea, every three hours for five or six times ;—after thoroughly 
clearing out the alimentary canal by Calomel and Jalap or the Bilious 
Pills. Indeed, these doses have in many instances, caused vomiting at 
first; especially if there was much gastric derangement :—but tolerance 
was generally soon established, and the vomiting ceased after the first or 
second dose, having undoubtedly done much good by clearing out the 
stomach. In a few cases, however, the medicine continued to cause 
vomiting at every dose, and I was obliged to discontinue it and resort 
to quinine or arsenic in its stead. 

As some patients would doubtless object te “Common Salt” in its 
natural state, it occurred to me that it would be well to disguise it; 
which I have been in the habit of doing by rubbing it up with Red 
Saunders, thus making it of a fine pink color, and then adding a few 
drops of oil of anise. This deception has been successful. I have fre- 
quently been amused by comments upon, and questions as to the cause 
of its “ saltish taste.” The information that the taste was the result of 
the manner in which the medicine was prepared, has always been satis- 
factory ;—no suspicions as to its real character, having, as far as I am 
aware, been entertained after this explanation. 

The first patient to whom I administered the chloride was an old 
Irish woman of about 60, who had been afflicted with a tertian fever 
for some two months, and said she had taken quinine nearly every dey 
aince she had been sick :—a statement which I received with some al- 
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lowance. She was in a very desponding frame of mind, and said she 
knew she was going to die, and all she wanted of the doctor was to give 
her a line to the priest, who refused to come to her spiritual aid with- 
outsuch a testimonial. I endeavored to encourage her, and induce her to 
make one more effort before abandoning herself to despair ; assuring her 
that if I found she could not be cured, I would give her the desired 
epistle in time to secure her salvation before she died. After some 

ion she consented, and after the operation of a dose of bilious 
pills, which she took at bed-time, she commenced the next morning— 
it being her well day—with the chloride, in doses of a teaspoonful in 
toast tea, every three hours, with orders to soak ber feet in hot water 
the next day, before the time when the paraxysm generally came on, 
and to remain warmly covered up in bed during the day. She compli- 
ed faithfully with my directions, theugh as she afterwards informed me, 
rather to secure the line to the priest, which I had refused to give her 
otherwise, than from any great faith in the medicine. To her and..my 
great delight, she had not amother paroxysm; and I saw her agains 
month or two afterwards, when she told me she had not been sicka 
moment since she took the medicine, in praise of which she was elo- 
quest. In fact, she had improved wonderfully in appearance and also 
in spirits : all of which improvement she aseribed to the chloride. 

Her grand-daughter, a girl of 17 or 18, was afterwards attacked by 
the fever, also of the tertian type, and the old lady requested me to give 
her some of the same medicine. I accordingly left her a dose, to be 
preceded, as in the case of the grandmother, by three bilious pills over 
night. She took the pills (which operated thoroughly) and placed the 
powder under her pillow, where it remained when I visited her the next 
day, which was her well day. She and the old lady were both fully 
convinced that she was cured by having the medicine under her pillow, 
and I could not persuade her that it would be necessary to take it that 
day. But unfortunately for the reputation of the chloride as a worker 
of miracles, this marvellous cure did not prove to be permanent;—the 
fever returning at its regular time the next day. It however, eventual- 
ly yielded to the internal exhibition of the remedy, in which the conf- 
dence of al] parties, especially myself—remained undiminished by the 
first failure. In fact, in every case in which I have administered it, my 
confidence in its virtues has been increased : the only instances in which 
it was at all shaken, which only occurred in my earlier experiments, 
being those cases of apparent failure already mentioned. I think, there- 
fore, that it is not claiming too much for it to rank it with quinine.and 
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arsenic, the remedies most used in intermittent fever; and it péssesses 
some advantages over either. It may be used more freely than either. 
It never causes the fulness of the head, and deafness which quinine 
sometimes does, especially when given in large doses :—or the gastric 
derangement, oedema, &c., which occasionally arise from the use of arse- 
nic. It is certainly true that both of these are perfectly safe when 
properly used. The chloride has also the merit of cheapness, which isa 
recommendation, especially when the medicine, as so frequently hap- 
pens, is to be given away. 

As the chloride has so marked an influence over intermittent fever, 
it would be well to try its effects in the analogous disease, neuralgia, 
and I intend doing so when a fitting opportunity presents. My expe- 
rience with it thus far in this complaint, is of rather a negative charac- 
ter. I gave it toa woman for whom I had frequently prescribed, for 
tic-doloreux, and told her if it did not cure her to come to me again, 
which she promised to do, and I think would have done if she had not 
been cured ; as she was always troubling me before. I never saw her 
again. However, I will leave others to draw the inference. 

Newark, April, 25, 1854. 


PROCEEDINGS OF MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


Mercer County, N. J—The District Medical Society for the County of Mercer met 
on the 18th of April, in Trenton, at the Temperance Hall. Dr. Woolverton presided. 
This being the annual meeting, the officers elected for the ensuing year were— 

Prendent, - Ds. Putciips of Trenton. 
Vice President, “ McKetway, 
Secretary, - “ JouNsTon, 

er, ° « Quick, 
Reporter, - “ Rossins, of Hamilton. 

Dr. Coleman produced a written communication to prove that miasma is the re 
sult of disease in living vegetables, and that it is not produced by the decomposition 
of dead vegetable matter. It stated that the destructive decomposition of dead or- 
ganic forms, whethet animal or vegetable, resulted in known compounds, which are 
not regarded as poisous. That the vital processes, changed by disease, frequently 
generate in animals the most destructive agents. Analogy, it was maintained, would 
warrant the conclusion; that vitiated vegetable functions may evolve those subtle and 
deleterious influences, which all experience teaches, arise from situations where liv- 
ing plants, by alternation of wet and dry, shade and sun, are suffering decay. 

This paper gave rise to considerable discussion, in which most of the members 
took part. 

The subject proposed for conversation at the next meeting, was “ Disturbance of the 
nerve function.” A discussion arose on the choice of subject. Some members 
thought the diseases of the season, (July), would be of more practical advantage. 
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Dysentery was named. This was objected to, as requiring too little investigation, 
presenting aothing new, being the subject of one third of the theses written for grad- 
uation, and a disease every where discussed. A subject that embraced more, that 
must be regarded in the investigation of every perverted function, and the neglect of 
which, is mainly the cause of the regular practitioners being over-reached by the dif- 
ferent varieties of pretenders, was urged as more fitting the Society. Under these 
views it was adopted. 

Dr. Woolverton was elected Essayist for the next meeting. 

A resolution was passed, recommending the New Jersey Medical Society to hold 
a Special Meeting in May or June next. The Society considered the amount of un 
finished business. and alterations in the medical laws of the State, made during the 
last session of the Legislature without the knowledge of the State Society, of sufficient 
importance to require a meeting. 


Somerset County, N. J~-The District Medical Society of the County of Somerset, 
held its annual meeting at Somerville, April 27th, 1854. Dr. F. S, Schenck presided, 

After the usua! preliminary business, Dr. L. H. Mosher signed the Constitution, and 
was received as a Fellow of the Society. 

Dr. J. W. Craig read an intereating report of an epidemic of erysipelas, occurring 
in the vicinity of Plainfield during last February. The disease assumed « malignant 
form, and proved fatal in five cases. The account was the more interesting to the 
Society as epidemic erysipelas 1s almost unknown among us. 

Dr. F. F. Van Derveer read the history of a case of convulsions, accompanied with all 
the symptoms of the first and second stages of Hydrocephalus, which terminated f 
vorably by an abundant discharge of pus from the nostrils. 

After attending to the usual reports, &c., the following officers were chosen for the 
ensuing year. 


President, . - Ferpinanp F. Scuencs, 
Vice President, - : Suypam, 
Recording Secraary, "HLF. Van Derverr, 
Treasurer, - - - 
Drs. Mosher, Martin, H. F. Van Derveer, and Grey, were chosen delegates to the 
State Society. 
Published by order of the Society. H. F. VAN DERVEER, Se. 


—~ 





Essex County, N. J-——The District Medical Society for the County of Essex, met 
at the City Hotel, Newark. Dr. A.N. Dougherty, the President, delivered an ad 
dress on the connection between Literature and Medicine in the 17th century. He 
reviewed briefly the progress of medicine, from the beginning of the art up to that 
time, and showed from quotations from their writings the influences which the theo 
ries of medicine, then in vogue, had upon Massinger, Shakespeare, Butler, and Mo 
liere. The theories of Paracelus, “the prince of quacks,” and founder of the chemi- 
cal school, who pretended to be able to give immortality by the elixir vite, but died 
at an early age a drunkard, so that it is supposed his elixir was some excellent kind 
of liquor,—and the opposite theory of Galen, the founder of the botanical school, were 
those which ruled the age. Many amusing quotations were given from the authors 
named, and the whole address was peculiarly unique and interesting. 

Dr. E. D. G. Smith read an essay on the use of Chloride of Sodium ia intermittent 
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fever. This practice has been recently recommended by a Parisian physician as a 
substitute for quinine and arsenic, and Dr. Smith concludes from his experience with 
it, that it can be used efficaciously. The French Government having offered a re- 
ward for a cheaper specific than quinine, Dr. Piorry experimented with this, and arri- 
ved at satisfactory conclusions. The essay, though brief, was regarded favorably, 
and elicited attentive consideration. 
Dr. Eyrich read an essay on Digitalis and Tartrate of Potass. 
Drs. Wells, Elliott and Elmer, were admitted as members of the Society. 
The following officers for the ensuing year were elected : 
President, - Dp. L. A. Surrn, 
Vice Presidnant, « J. 8. Crane, 
Treasurer, + “ Wituam M. Brown, 


Librarian, - * J. F. 4 

Delegates to State Society —Drs. E. D. G. Smith, Eyrich, Dougherty, and Elmer. _ 

Delegate to National Medical Association.—Dr. George R. Chetwood. 

Reporter —Dr. William M. Whitehead. 

Essayists—Drs. Wells and William Pierson, Jr. | Daily Advertiser. 

Warren County, N. J-—The District Medical Society for the County of Warren 
held its annual meeting in Belvidere, on the 25th of April. The attendance was quite 
fall, and the members of the faculty seemed to be in excellent spirits and to feel that 
the occasion was one of interest. 

The following is a complete list of members :— William P. Clark, James C. Fitch, R. 
Byington, H. Hughes, William Cole, Dewitt C. Wilson, Lewis C. Cook, P. F. Brake- 
iey, S. S. Clark, James D. Dewitt, G. H. Cline, John C. Johnson, William Kennedy, 
John 8. Cook, P. F. Hulshizer. 

The following are the officers elected for the ensuing year :— 


President, - Wiis P. Crark, 
Vie President, James C. Fircn, 

- P. F. Braxewey, 
Treasurer, - KR. Bytnerton. 


Delegates to the Medical Society of New Jersey —S, 8. Clark, John L. Cook, P. F. Hul- 
shizer, William Kennedy. 

Delegate to the American Medical Association —P. F. Brakeley. 

P. F. Hulshizer was appointed to deliver the Address at the next annual meeting. 
—Belidere Intelligencer. 


Litchfield Cownty, Connecticnt.—The annual meeting of the Litchfield County 

Medical Society, was held at the Mansion House, Litchfield, April 27th, 1854. 
Samuel T. Salisbury, M. D., President. George Seymour, M. D., Secretary. 

Minutes of proceedings of last meeting read and approved. 

Drs. Beckwith and Bostwick appointed Committee to invite Clergymen to dine 
with the Society. 

Drs. Henry M. Knight, William J. Burge, Gaylord B. Miller, J. H. T. Cockey and 
John W. Bidwell, were admitted members of the Society. William Knight was 
elected to attend the gratuitous course of Lectures at Yale College. 

Eben H. Moore was recommended to the State Convention to fill any vacancy 
which may occur in other counties for the gratuitous course of Lectures. 

Drs. William Welch, Ralph Deming, John W. Bidwell, J. W. Phelps, and A. Hi. 
Rg ee Se 
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Drs. William W. Welch, Samuel W. Gold, Josiah G. Beckwith, Samuel T. Salis 
bury, and James Welch, were elected Delegates to the National Medical Convention, 
to be holden in 1555, and Drs. A. H. Huxley, John Welch, George Seymour, William 
Woodruff and Manly Peters, were appointed Substitutes. 

Drs. George Seymour, Benjamin Welch, Samuel! T. Salisbury, D. E. Bostwick, and 
William W. Welch, were appointed a committee to prepare and report a tariff of 
fees. 

The following were elected officers for the ensuing year. 

Sypney H. Lyman, M. D., President. 
Witt W. Wercn, M. D., Vice President. 
Groner Seymour, M. D., Clerk. 

The President on leaving the Chair delivered the annual address. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be tendered to Dr. Salisbury for his interest. 
ing address, and also for the able and impartial manner in which he has discharged 
the duties of his office. 

Voted, That the Clerk prepare an abstract of the proceedings of this Convention, 
and publish it in the newspapers of the County. 

Adjourned sine die. — Enquirer. 
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BIOGRAPHY. 


Biographical Sketch of Alexander H. Stevens, M. D., LL. D., Second President 
of the American Medical Association. 

Dr. Stevens was born in the City of New York, September 4, 1789. 
His father, Ebenezer Stevens, was one of those who threw the Tea into 
Boston harbour. He entered the Army early, and served to the close 
of the war. Was at the battles of Saratoga and Yorktown, with the 
rank of Col. of Artillery. After the war Col. Stevens married a sister 
of Col. Ledyard, who fell at Groton. She was aunt to Ledyard, the tn- 
veller. 

At the age of ten years, Alexander was sent to School at Plainfield, 
where he fitted for College, under the now venerable John Adams. At 
fourteen he entered Yale College, and graduated with credit in his eigh- 
teenth year. Having selected the profession to which he has since 
done so much honor, he entered the office of Dr. Edward Miller, and 
after attending one course of lectures in the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, and & second in the University of Pennsylvania, he grad- 
uated at the latter institution, on which occasion his Thesis “On the 
proximate cause of Inflammation,’ was highly lauded by Dr. Rush. In 
1811, Dr. Stevens sailed for France, but was captured by an English 
cruiser, and sent to Plymouth. Thence he found his way to London, 
and attended the Lectures of Cooper and Abernethy. Next year he 
crossed the channel, and at Paris followed the cliniques of Boyer and 
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Larrey. War meanwhile broke out between the United States and En- 
gland, and Dr. Stevens was again captured on his way to America and 
sent to Plymouth. Ultimately, he returned home in a cartel, and was 
appointed Surgeon in the Army. In 1814, he was chosen Professor of 
Surgery in the New York Medical Institution, and in 1818 elected 
Surgeon to the New York Hospital. Here he immediately began to 
give Clinical Lectures, which he continued with great success for twen- 
ty years. On the resignation of the Faculty of the College of Physi- 
cians in 1825, Dr. Stevens was appointed Professor of Surgery in that 
institution. Here, and at the New York Hospital he continued to teach 
Surgery with great acceptance till 1838, when, on account of ill health 
he resigned both places, having previously confined his practice to con- 
sultations and Surgical operations. The retirement of Dr. Stevens from 
the active duties of his profession was matter of great regret to his 
friends, and the officers of the two Institutions which he has so ably 
served, hastened to manifest their sense of the value of those services. 
He was appointed by the Regents, Emeritus Professor of Surgery, and 
by the Governor, Consulting Surgeon to the New York Hospital. His 
pupils also placed his portrait in the Governor’s Room at the Hospital. 
In 1841, the Regents appointed Dr. Stevens President of the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, an office he still holds. In 1846 he was eléct- 
ed President of the New York State Medical Society, and his inaugural 
Address was ordered by both Houses of the Legislature, and by emi- 
nent members of the Bar, to be printed. About the same time he re- 
ceived from the Regents the degree of LL.D. In 1847, he was elected 
Vice President, and in 1848, President of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation. He has been present at most of the subsequent meetings of the 
Association, always ready to exercise that large measure of influence 
which his character has secured, in advancing the profession in genéral 
and technical learning, in Ethics and in social position. In his own 
city, and among those brethren who have known him longest and most 
intimately, he holds a position and wields an influence which nothing 
but eminent ability could have attained, and nothing but strict integri- 


j ty and inflexible adherence to honor and duty could retain. Dr. Ste- 


vens’ publications have been few, and are scattered through the medical 
periodicals of the last twenty years. As a surgeon he seems not to have 
sought the reputation of an Operator, but rather to have cultivated a 
thorough knowledge of the nature and treatment of Surgical Diseases— 
content to cure while others sought to cut. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 


Srxce our last issue the death of Dr. Patterson, who was connected 
directly with this part of our work, has caused a blank, which we feel 
it difficult to supply. We have on hand, however, a few works for no- 
tice, which must lie on the table another month, for want of space in 
our present number to do them justice. We will name them merely 
now, with our acknowledgments to the publishers. 


Hanp Boox or Cuemistry, THEORETICAL PRAcTICAL, AND TECHNI- 
caL. By F. A. ABEL, Professor of Chemistry, &c., &c., &e., and by 
C. L. Broxam, formerly first assistant to the Royal College ‘of Che- 
— with a preface by Dr. Hofmann, and numerous illustrations in 
w 


Woman; ner Diseases AND Remepres. A series of Letters to his 
Class, by Cuantes D. Metas, M. D., Professor of Midwifery, &e., de. 


Tue Scrence anp Arr or Surcery. Being a Treatise on Surgical 
a. Diseases, and crag by Joun Entcusen, Professor of 


rg in University ¢ oge, Be . Edited by Joun H. Baty. 
TON, ustrated with 311 engravings on wood. 


The sitet from the house of Blanchard and Lea, Philadelphia 


REMARKS ON SOME Fossi Impressions IN THE SANDSTONE Rocks 
or Connecricut River. By Joun C. Warren, M. D., &., Bor 
ton: Ticknor & Fields. From the Author. 
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EDITORIAL. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Tuis body held its eighth Annual meeting in St. Louis, May 
2—4. A full, complete, and reliable report of its proceedings, prepared 
specially for the New Jersey Mepicat Reporter, under the supervi- 
sion of the Secretary of the Association, occupies a large portion of our 
present number. 

Having neither time or space for extended comment on the proceed- 
ings in our present number, we must reserve what we may have to say 
to another occasion. 

From the roll of members it will be seen that the gathering was large, 
particularly from the Western States. We are sorry that more of our 
Eastern brethren did not attend, as we feel sure they would have done, 
had they been fully aware of the facilities of travel, and the cheapness 
of the route. Free return tickets, it seems, were furnished to delegates 
on all the routes except the Hudson River Railroad. 

A good deal of business was transacted, and many able reports pre- 
sented, all of which were referred to the Committee of Publication, and 
will in due time be presented to us in a printed form. 

A majority of the Committee of Publication this year, are residents of 
New York. We trust they will be prompt in attending to their duties, 
and that the Transactions will speedjly be placed in the hands of mem- 
bers. It has been suggested to us that in former volumes of the Trans- 
actions the minutes have been incomplete. It seems to us important 
that they should be published in full. 

The annual tax on members was reduced this year from five dollars 
to three. We hope members will bear in mind that this payment in- 
sures a copy of the Transactions, which, if not forwarded to them, can 
be had on application to the Treasurer. 

Our St. Louis brethren taxed themselves very heavily, in provitling 
an elegant entertainment for the members. We are happy to announce 
the prospect of retrenchment and reform in this matter of providing ex- 
pensive dinners, as by a vote of the Association they were condemned. 
It would be desirable if a// intoxicating drinks were entirely banished 
in all these re-unions of the profession. 
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The minutes will satisfy our readers, that whatever may be wanting, 
there is nevertheless vitality enough in the Association to hope for great 
things from it in the future. Let the good men and true in the profes. 
sion take hold of this movement heart and soul, uninfluenced by selfish 
considerations, and it will go on and realize the most sanguine hopes of 
its projectors. A perusal of the able series of papers on the History 
of the Association, now in course of publication in this journal, will 
show how it has gone on step by step, until the little one has now be- 
come a thousand. 

The Association meets next year in Philadelphia. 


PL LLL LLL LLL LLL DT 


A CAPITAL SUGGESTION. 

A correspondent writes us as follows. “ Would it not be a good idea to 
get some one convenient to the Records, to make out for the RepoRTzs 
a complete history of the Medical Society of New Jersey, with sketches 
es of its presidents or other members, and a notice of all the District So- 
cieties, &c.? I have never seen anything but the meager (though inter- 
esting,) notice in the pamphlet containing the Laws of the State Society.” 

It would most certainly be a good idea; and we hope that this pro- 
mulgation of it will be sufficient to induce some competent individual to 
undertake the task. 

If the labor is not voluntarily assumed by some one before our next 
Annual Meeting, we hope that a competent committee will be appointed 
by the Society to take the subject in hand. 


A very readable book might be made of the history of our State Me- . 


dical Society. Such a history would include some of the celebrated 
names in our political history asa State. Who will volunteer to the 
work ? 


OCLBBDOLL LBS Pr 


DISTRICT MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 

A correspondent from Bergen county informs us that a District Medi- 
cal Society, was recently organized in that county. We congratulate 
our Bergen friends on the event, and hope a long career of usefulness is 
befere them. 

There remain three or four more counties in which Societies should be 
formed. What are Middlesex, Salem, and Cape May doing? The phy- 
sicians of Atlantic, if not sufficiently numerous to form a, Society, might 
unite with the Society of one of her neighboring counties. 


Old Middlesex was for many years the center around which the whole 
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constellation of District Societies revolved. Ske should not remain in- 
different to the work of progress which is going on all over the country. 

Why, when quackery is organizing her forces all around us, wil] not 
the friends of legitimate medicine in these counties, unfurl their banner, 
and rally to it? 

We hope speedily to be able to record the fact that, Societies have 
been organized in every county of New Jersey. 

pax Secretaries of District Medical Societies are particularly requst- 
ed to forward us abstracts of the minutes of their proceedings. 


PLP LL ALP 


THE LATE HENRY 8S. PATTERSON, M. D. 

It becomes our duty to prepare a brief notice of our late associate, 
Dr. Patterson. His graphic pen has been cheerfully employed since the 
commencement of the current volume of the Reporter, in enriching 
our Bibliographical Department, with reviews and notices, that have 
been sought, and no doubt appreciated, by a large number of readers ; 
and it now devolves upon us to record his death, and in doing so, to tes- 
tify to his worth as a man, and his learning as a Physician. 

He was born in Philadelphia, on the 15th of August 1815, and in 
early childhood distinguished himself among his associates, for his acti- 
vity in play, his industry in study, and his strong attachment to those 
whom he loved. His educational privileges were not so great as those 
enjoyed by some others of his day, but what he failed to possess through 
external advantages, was supplied by means of an overcoming zeal, and 
power of application, from within. Indeed, his life, to its close, was 
characterized by a deep, and strong in-dwelling principle, that seemed re- 
solved to conquer difficulties, and supplant opposition. Call it ambition, 
if we may. Ambition then was the moving spring which impelled him 
onward. Call it native power, genius, or whatever else. It urged him 
upward, made him studious, thoughtful, original, and strong in purpose. 
In pursuit of his object, he was manly, generous, and kind, to those who 
might be engaged in the same struggle, and yet with his goodness and 
generosity of heart, there was a powerful will to succeed, and if possible 
to excel. In the Spring of 1839, he received the degree of M. D. from 
the University of Pennsylvania, his private instruction having been 
condueted in the office of our honored father, the late Dr. Joseph Par- 
rish, of this city, who, in imparting the principles of medicine to his 
students, never failed to convey lessons of high-toned professional probi- 
ty and striet morality, by precept, not only, but by an example, the in- 
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fluence of which is still felt in the profession, and is cherished by the 
living hundreds of his pupils, with affectionate remembrance. Patterson 
possessed it in copious measure. Retiring in disposition, amiable in 
temper, patient amid the toils and privations of professional life, he was 
scrupulous to avoid hurting the feelings or injuring the reputation of 
his professional associates, and yet keenly sensible of an attempt at ar- 
rogance, or assumption on the part of others. In the year 1843, he re- 
ceived the honorary degree of A. M., from Newark College, Delaware. 
His appointments, for a man of his years, and his scientific labors, were 
more than fall to the lot of most. Soon after graduation, he was 
chosen one of the House-Physicians of the Philadelphia Hospital, Block- 
ley, where he remained two years, preparing himself by the experience 
thus afforded, for entering the arena of public professional life. In the 
midst of a great city, the young physician, surrounded by a host of com- 
petitors in the same pursuit, and by those of position, name, wisdom, 
popularity, and eminence, may well fee] his heart to tremble with fear- 
ful agitation, as he looks into the unknown future, if not inspired as 
was he, with a deep consciousness of an up-rising genius, that 
swells his soul, and makes it strong with hope, and restless for 
victory. Not for a vain triumph over friends, or a conquest that would 
laugh at the calamity of enemies; but for a victory over adverse circum- 
stances, and obstacles, however portentious they may be. With this 
determined spirit, the offspring of native genius; and a strong moral 
principle, the robe that covered it, did he begin his career of active life. 
May we not repeat the poet’s words, and apply them here !— 

“ A noble mind, unconscious of a fault, 

No fortune’s frown can bend, or smiles exalt ; 

Like the firm rock that in mid-ocean, braves, 

The roar of whirlwind, and the dash of waves.” 

Leaving the office, the University, the Hospital, and engaging in prae- 
tice, we find the subject of our notice, physician to the Philadelphia Dis- 
pensary. In 1843, Professor of Materia Medica in the Pensylvania 
Medical College, performing during the first year of service, the addi- 
tional duty of the Professor of Chemistry. In 1846, physician-in-chief 
to the Blockley Alms House, continuing at the same time his lectures 
at the College, and adopting while there, changes in the police of the 
Institution, which were particularly salutary to the insane, as well as 
advantageous to the general regulation of all departments. He retained 
his place in the Hospital two years, though he continued to hold his 
Professorship until the prostration of his physical powers by chronic dis- 
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ease, compelled him to relinquish his post. Upon his resignation, the 
Faculty, by a unanimous vote, made him Emeritus Professor of Materia 
Medica, as a mark of their esteem, and confidence. In 1852; he visited 
Europe, but without much advantage to his health; though it afforded 
him an opportunity, which, to a mind like his, must have been grateful, 
of meeting with many distinguished persons, and of adding to his store 
of varied knowledge. In 1853, he spent the winter in Florida, bat with- 
out improvement, and returned home to enjoy the solace of domestic af- 
fection for a season, to see his friends once more, still to purste, on his 
bed of suffering, the impulses of his genius, undimmed by disease—un- 
tamed by pain ; to scatter with his dying hand a few more trophies of a 
spirit unconquered, upon his pathway to the grave. While confined to 
his bed ,he wrote the inimitable biography of the late Dr, Samuel! George 
Morton, and two critical notices of the “ Types of Mankind.” One of 
these was ptiblished in the last number of this Journal. All liis previous 
Bibliographical Notices for the Reporter, were written in His chamber. 
We will view him at this point for a moment, where we now are—in his 
chamber. We saw him, wasted by disease, and yet firm in niental pow- 
er. He spoke to us of his sufferings; as a vittor spedks of conquered 
enemies: they may have been strong, but the mind had soared above 
them. His words wete few, but they spoke. Some words sound only ; 
his, uttered meaning. As he entered the stream that separates the noise 
of time, from the stillness of eternity, and felt its waters to chill his 
blood, and its cold waves to approach the centre of life, the spirit still 
seemed to hold its gaze upon an unending existence, and with a firm 
and steady, yet quiet advance, he passed away, and left these words 
of the Psalmist to answer the question—How did he die? “Thy rod 
and Thy staff, they comfort me.” Thy rod for discipline, Thy staff for 
support; they both comfort me. 

A word about his acquirements: In the profession of his choice Dr. 
P. was thoroughly versed. Its history was familiar to him ; and in dis- 
cussing the déctrines of those who have given to our profession its caste, 
in times ancient, and modern, in all countries, he seemed quite at ease 
both in social intercourse, and in the lectureroom. His knowledge of the 
latin and Greek languages enabled him to cull from the past, much that 
was embellished by his own rich style, in the various literary and sci- 
entific productions which have emanated from his study. The Hebrew 
he knew so familiarly as to be able to read with a critical eye, its trans- 
lations, and to dwell upon the imagery of this virgin tongue with de- 
light ~y profit. In the modern languages, he was quite a proficient. 
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The French, German, and Italian, he read and spoke with ease, and had 
so acquainted himself with the classical poetry of the latter, as to be 
always ready to render quotations off-hand, but without ostentatious ef. 
fort at display. In Egyptian philology he found much to interest his 
taste for studying oriental symbolisws, and had his life been prolonged, 
he would probably have published his notes on the subject. In the 
practice of his profession he was gentle, kind, and skilful. 

His piszase. Whena prominent member of our profession passes from 
earth, it is expected that his disease should be known to his professional 
friends, and that the post-mortem revelations made by the scalpel, should 
be the common property of the profession. With a few exceptions, we 
believe this is usually the case, and we admire the devotion to seience, ma- 
nifested by domestic and personal associates who cheerfully allow the pro- 
fession to use these means for advancing the common interests of our 
race. In presenting the following statement, we do not write from any 
examination int» tbe disease of Dr. Patterson, made by ourself, but from 
information obtained from his physician, friend and colleague, Prof. 
Darrach, of this city. In April of last year, (1853,) Dr. Darrach made 
critical examination of his case, and gave to his family, and friends the 
following diagnosis, which was repeated before the College Class, in an 
introductory lecture, delivered in October last, as a reason for Dr. P's 
resignation from the Faculty. He declares his retirement to be owing 
to “ pleuritic and cordal sequela of rheumatismal influenza, which, how- 
ever much it embarasses the mechanism of the arterial circulation, and 
emaciates, and weakens, has not lessened the pulmonary function, nor in 
the least abated his emotions , passions, and intellect.” Dr. P., was ex 
posed during a stormy night in 1844, and “contracted an influens 
which established a liability to attacks of neuralgic rheumatism.” There 
followed upon this an “ insidious, painless, chronic pleurisy, which plas 
tered down the right lung; and subsequently, a similar persistent trans- 
mutation was made upon the valves of the cart, to embarrass their ac 
tion.” These sequale, according to Dr. D, “occasioned an atrophy of 
the right, and a vicarious enlargement of the left lung, which displaced 
the heart to the middle sternal region of the right side of the chest.” 

Tue avutorsy. Thirty hours after death, the emaciated frame was ex- 
posed for dissection, and the following appearances are reported. (The 
cranium was not examined.) “ Thorax—heart, moderately enlarged, 
displaced towards the right side, extending one and a half inches beyond 
the articulation of the right ribs, with the cartilages,—pericardium 
healthy, about two ounces of fluid in the eavity,—right cavities; auricle, 
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filled with a very dark colored heart clot; endocardium, normal; 
walls thinner than normal—ventricle, walls thinner than normal—tri- 
cuspid valves not affected—clot clinging to cords tendinee—semilunar 
valves of pulmonary artery red, thicker than normal, and fleshy to feel— 
long clot in the pulmonary artery—left cavities; auricle empty—endo- 
cardium normal, except mitral valves, which were thickened with de- 
posits; the deposits being in lumps or beads, along the edges, and caus- 
ing the valves to curl upon themselves. Ventricles, nothing peculiar. 
Valves of aorta, red, thickened, and fleshy to feel; the redness of these 
valves, together with those of the pulmonary artery, could not be wash- 
ed off by water, and they presented a stroug contrast with tne color of 
the rest of the lining membrane of their respective arteries, This con- 
dition was more morbid in the valves of the aorta than in those of the 
pulmonary artery. 

Lungs—right, firmly bound down by adhesions; being almost one 
fourth the natural size. The latera] diameter greatly diminished : the 
vertical slightly. At the apex, the air vesciles were very much dilated, 
and few in number ; the great portion of lining tissue being absorbed. No 
evidence or sign of tubercle. Lung did not crepitate, the lower portion 
being tough and carnified. It contained air sufficiently to float it in 
water. At the postero-inferior portion, was a patch of cardaceous mem- 
brane of about the sixth of an-inch in thickness. Left lung adherent, 
but by no means as firmly as was the right; hypertrophied and crepi- 
tant throughout—much congested and edematous. No evidence of tu- 
berele in any part of the organ. The adhesions of both lungs were so 
firm, that much of the costal pleura was torn out in the attempt to libe- 
rate them. Bronchial tubes. Fine injection—fibrous appearance inter- 
nally, with hypertrophy of follicles. 

April 28th, 1854.” 


We have attempted thus to bestow upon the memory of one with 
whom we wen associated as a co-worker, a humble tribute of esteem, 
by presenting a faint picture of his mind in its vigor, and nobility, during 
life; in its calmness in the hour of dissolution, and of the frail mor- 
tality as it yielded to the grasp of an unconquerable malady, with a pa- 
thologieal deseription drawn by his friend and physician. 

We wonld have been glad to have accompanied this notice by a‘por- 
trait of the deceased, but previous engagements will not permit our doing 
80 now. P. 
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ABOUT OURSELVES. 

ba THose who peruse the present number of the Reporter, will 
perceive that it is a valuable one. The number and variety of the ori- 
ginal communications,—the reports of Transactions of local medical so- 
cieties, all having a general, as well as a local interest,—the Book 
notices, and Editorial,—the special and full report of the Transactions 
of the American Medical Association—and finally, the admirable and 
correct likeness of our distinguished countryman, A. H. Stevens, M. D., 
of New York, (engraved expressly for the ReporTER,) combine to make 
this a rare number. 

We will say to our readers, that the expense of getting up such a num- 
ber is very great, and notwithstanding the fact that our subscription list 
is encouragingly large, and still increasing, we need all the influence 
they can each bring to bear to increase the number of subscribers, and 
thus give us the means not only to carry out the plans we have already 
laid out, but to enable ug to institute new ones, which we will do as fast 
as our means will warrant, to make our Journal useful and attractive. 
There is no other medical journal we believe, in the world that furnishes 
its readers with s/eel engrayed likenesses, with biographical sketches of 
distinguished medical men. 

We have already published four steel likenesses, besides one engraved 
on wood, and the July number will contain the portrait and a biographical 
notice of the yenerable John C. Warren, M. D., of Boston, while several 
ethers are expected to appear before the close of the current yolume. 

Will pot our readers who are not subscribers, encourage us by sending 
in their names, and will not our old friends labor a little for us? 

To those who are in arrears, we would say that while we send out 
such numbers as this, we shall not be backward about sending them re- 
minders of their indebtedness. They will find us an inveterate dunn— 
hut do we not uge the money well when we get it? 
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Bae” We have considerable matter on hand for the next number, among 
which are papers on Cynanche Trachealis, by William Johnson, M. D., 
and on Placenta Prevvia, by Q.. H. Taylor. M. D. 

Will not our correspondent in Montezuma, N. Y., communicate with 
us in regard to procuring fresh vaccine virus from the cow ? 
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American Medical Association. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING, HELD IN 8ST. LOUIS, 


MISSOURI, MAY 2d, 1854. 


Specially Reported or the New | Goreng Medieal Reporter, 


In the morning at 11 o'clock the Association convened in Verandah Hall. 

In the absence of the President, Dr. Jonathan Knight, of Connecticut, Dr. Usher 
Parsons of Rhode Island—the senior Vice-President—ealled the Convention to order, 
and announced that the Vice-Presidents and Ex-Presidents were entitled by couftesy 
to seats on the platform. 

Dr. Edwin 8. Lemoine, of St. Louis, took his seat as Secretary. The following let- 
ters from Dr. Knight, President, and Dr. Beadle, Senior Secretary, and also a commu- 
nication from Dr. John G, Adams of Paris, were then read by the Secretary. 

New Haven, Conn., April 25, 1854. 
To Epwinx S. Lemoine, M. D., Secretary of the American Medical Association, St. 
Louis, Missouri. 

Dear Sin: As the time is near at hand for the assembling of the American Medical 
Association, it is proper for me to inform you, and through you, the members of the 
Association, that it will not be in my power to be present at the annual meeting. | 
have come to this conclusion after much reflection, with great reluctance. The meet- 
ings of the Association have always been periods of high gratification to me. 

The acquaintance there formed, and the intercourse had with the members of the 
profession from every part of the country, have been among the most gratifying events 
of my life. 1 have looked forward to the annual meeting of this year, with the antici- 
pation of unusual satisfaction. There was a portion of the coontry new to me, to be 
visited: there were members of the prolession, probably in large numbers, few of 
whom were known to me, to bee inted with, in addition to the ordinary at- 
tractions of the ling, which made me » strongly desirous for my own sake to be pre- 
sent. 

At the same time, I feel the full weight of the obligation to attend the meeting this 
year, arising from the high honor which bas been conferred upon me by the Associa- 
tion. Perhaps no one so little deserving, has received xo many and so great favors 
from the medical profession, and | take this opportunity to renew my acknowledg- 
meats for these favors. 

It is with no ordinary emotion that, although absent, I greet those of my profession- 
al brethren who will be present at St. Louis. I do this with the most cordial feelings, 
and with the strongest wishes for their welfare. Allow me, alsu, to express the con- 
fident hope that their wise deliberations will result ia the promotion of the best inte- 
resis of the profession, and advantage of the country, and to ask that the blessing of 
God may restupon their labors. 

With esteem and respect, your ob't servant, J. KNIGHT. 








New Haven, April 15th, 1854. 
To Usner Parsons. M. D., Providence. 

My Dear Sin: As the time is near at hand for the meeting of the American Medi- 
cal Association at St. Louis, it is proper for me to inform you that I shall not probably 
be able to attend it. Matters of a purely personal nature will, I suppose, deprive me 
of that pleasure. As you are the Senior Vice-President of the Association, I trust 
you will be present and periorm the duties which will devolve upon you. 1 give you 
this early notice that you may have time to prepare such an address as may be pro- 
per for the occasion. That you will do this as you do everything else, (in the best 
iwanner,) | have no doubt. 

With esteem and respect, your obedient servant. J} KNIGHT. 
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New York, April 22d, 1854, 
To Jonatuan Ksrout, M. D., President of the American Medical Association : 


Sm: I fied myself obliged to announce to you that business, not professional, per. 
emptorily demands my presence in this city ull a period subsequent to that fixed for 


the convening of the Association, This | most sincerely regret, not only because it 
will deprive me of much anticipated pleasure, bat prevent me from discharging all 
the duties appertaining to the office [ hold. Permit me, through you, to convey tothe 


Association the assurance that J] am deeply sensible of the honor conferred upon me 
by twice electing me one of its Secretaries, and that | spall ever rejoice in the increas. 


ing prosperity and extending aid and commanding influence to this great National 
Orgamizalion i have the honor to be, most respectfally, 
Your obedient servant, E. L. BEADLE. 





Marseriyes, March 19th, 1854, 
Dr. & L. Beanwe, Secretary of American Medical Association : 

Please to state to the American Medical Association, at their meeting in St. Lonia, 
that I bave presented to the Imperial Academy of Medicine at Paris, the Sixth Vol- 
ume of their Transactions ; that it was received by their most distinguished body with 
much favor, and that it was referred to a committee for examination and Report (M. 
Velpeau, Chairman). 

| have also promised M. Dubois, Perpetual Secretary of the Academy, to endeavor 
to procure for the Academy the five previous volumes, and | feel assured the Aca- 
demy would take mach pleasure in establishing a correspondence with our American 
Medical Association With great respect, yours truly, 

JOHN G, ADAMS, Permanent Member. 


The President said that the Association having assembled, were ready to hear from 
the Committee of Arrangements. Dr. James R. Washington, of St. Louis, Chairman 
of said Committee, now addressed the Convention in substance as follows:— 


Mr. President, it is my pleasing duty, in the name of the profession of St. Louis, to 
welcome our medical brethren of the Union to our young city To say, gentlemen, 
that we are delighted to see you, would express very imperfectly the emotions we ex- 
perience on this occasion. The recurrence of this anniversary is looked forward to by 
its friends throughout the country with anxiety and hope, and with none of the fears 
which the original advocates of this Association entertained for its successful opera- 
tion. Their most sanguine hopes have been fully realized in the good already accom- 
plished—bout while so much remains to be done, it is natural that these meetings should 
be anticipated with great interest. We, of St. Louis, share this general feeling ; but we 
have been expecting this, the seventh anniversary, with great solicitude. This city 
having been selected as the place for the meeting of the Association, we were desir 
ous that in every respect it should pass off well, and be remarkable for the good done 
and the interest excited. We have felt all the nervous excitement which is experi- 
enced by a young lady making her debut in society. We knew we were asking a 
great deal when we invited the Association to *ppoint this meeting here—the older 
cities of the East having so much to mgke a visit to them desirable, while we have 
but little of interest to present. Had we been vain of display, then would it have been 
premature; but being desirous of manifesting our interest in lical adv t 
and reform, we were induced to offer St. Louis to the notice of the Association. We 
feel complimented that the invitation was accepted. We are truly happy at seeing 
you here, and right cordially do we welcome you—at the same time congratulating 
ourselves on the event of your being with us. On behalf of the Medical Society of 
St. Louis he cordially weleomed the gentlemen of the Association to the city, rw | 
that the occasion was looked forward to with a great deal of interest. The fears whic 
had previously existed in regard to the éficacy of the Association had now passed 
away, ia the evidence of the good accomplished. We of St. Louis greet this seventh 
anniversary of the Medical Society with peculiar interest, and have hoped that it 
might be remarkable for the interest excited, and in the evidence of good done. We 
knew that it was asking a great deal of the Association to meet here, and consider our- 
selves complimented by the occasion. Our city has never served an apprenticeship as 
a town, but grew immediately out of a village and trading post. We, therefore, feel 
complimented by your presence, and have cause to congratulate ourselves that our 
invitation was accepted. ’ 
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Dr. Parsons then arose, and spoke in substance as follows. 

* Gentlemen of the Committee of Arrangements, | thank you in the name of the As- 
sociation, for the kind weleome which you have been pleased to extend us. We have 
looked forward with great interest to this occasion, and to the opportunity we now 
have of taking our brethren of St. Louis by the hand, and in greeting you. Our road 
has been long, but we have been repaid by beautifyl views, and a sight of your flour- 
ishing city. We are happy to take you by the hand, and greet you for the purpose of 
co-operating with you in the advancement of the objects of our Association. 

The chair then announced thut the business first in order, was to call the roll of 
Delegates. 

Dr. March of Albany, New York, suggested that each gentleman as his name was 
called, should rise to his feet, at the same Ume answering to his name—which was 
approved. . 

The following list comprises the names of all the delegates and members reported 
at various stages of the proceedings. 


MAINE. 


Maine Medical Association, } Ane A od or 


Lewiston Falls Med. Association, Sylvester Oakes. 

Portland Medico-Chir. Society, Sumner B. Chase. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

State Medical Society, ~ John O. French. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

John Green, 

A. A. Gould, 

John Flint, 

Ephraim Lovell, 

Massachusetts Medical Society, Benjamin F. Heywood, 

Alfred Hitchcock, 

James W. Stone, 

Charles D. Homans, 

| Francis Minot. 

Worcester Co. Medical Society, J. N. Bates. 

Boston Soc. for Med. Improvement, J. B. 8. Jackson. 

Massachusetts Gen. Hospital, D, H. Storer. 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Rhode Island Medical Society, Usher Parsons. 
CONNECTICUT. 


Connecticut Medical Society, { -4 phar 9x - 


Med. Institution of Yale College, | Charles Hooker. 
NEW YORK. 
Albany Medical College, Alden March. 
“ 


Geneva 4 Joel E. Hawley. 


New York Co. Medical Society, | Henry — 
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New York State Medical Society, 4 


Med. Assoc. of Southern Cent l N.Y j 


New York Academy of Medicine, 
College of Phys. and Surgeons, 
New York Medical College, 
University of Buffalo, 

Wayne Co. Medical Society, 
Herkimer Co. Medical Society, 


{ Thomas W. Blatchford, 
(R. D. Allen. 


S. H French, 


( Joel E. Hawley. 


Lewis A. Sayre. 
Chandler R. Gilman. 
E. H. Davis. 

James P. White. 

A. Melntyre. 

Caleb Budlong. 


NEW JERSEY. 


State Medical Society, 


Essex District Medical Society, 
Camden “ “ “ 


L. A. Smith, 

F. 8. Schenck, 

G. R. Chetwood. 
Richard M. Cooper. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


State Medical Society, 
Philadelphia Co. Medical Society, 
University of Pennsylvania, 3 
Pennsylvania Hospital, 

Medico- Chir. College, 


Philada. Assoc. Med. Instruction, 
College of Ph ysicians, 

Northern Med. Assoc., Philada., 
Chester Co. Medical Society, 
Montgomery Co. Medical Society, 


Lancaster City and County Medi- 
cal Society; 


Permanent Member, 


{ John L. Atlee, 
{ John D. Ross. 


René La Roche. 


( Joseph Leidy, 


Joseph Carson. 
George W. Norris. 
Samuel H. Meade. 
J. B. Bell. 
Francis West. 
John B. Biddle. 
N. L. Hatfield: 
Isaac Thomas. 
William Corson. 
Samuel Keneagy, 
John cme 
Samuel Parker, 
Isaac C. Weidler, 
P. Cassiday, 

0. 8. Mahon. 
William Keith. 


VIRGINIA. 


Medical Society of Virginia, 


Adam Spitler. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Medical Society of South Carolina, | 


State Medical Association, 


Medical College, South Carolina, 


J. L. Dawson, 
William T. Wrage, 
William H. Ford 
J. Ford Prioleau, 
Robert 8. Bailey, 
William C. Ravenel. 
Henry R. Frost, 
Thomas G. Prioleau. 
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ALABAMA. 
State Medical Association, 8. W. Clanton, 
MISSISSIPPI. 
Jefferson Co. Med. Association, T. J. Grafton. 
LOUISIANA. 
State Medical Society, E, D, Fenner, 


KENTUCKY. 
Med. Dep. Transylvania Univer, John R. Allen. 
University of Louisville, Samuel D. Gross. 
Kentucky Medical School, R. J. Breckenridge, 


Marine Hospital at Louisville, {Sohn —_ 
Permanent Member, 


Medico-Chirurgical Soc. of Cin. 


State Medical Association, 
Miami Medical College, 
Hampden Co. Medical Society, 


I, & 
Joshua Clements. 
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MISSOURI. 

re Englen on 
man 

Thewewnben, 

David C. Tandy, 


John Barnes, 
8. Pollak, 


. ’ 

David M. Cooper, 
} Stephen W. Adreon, 
Alexander Marshall, 
J. W. Wilson, 
H. Schoenich, 
William P. Boulware, 
Isaac P. Vaughan, 
Hammond Shoemaker, 
John Laughton, 
|W. A. Jenkins. 


St. Louis Medical Society, + Edwin 8 ae " 





; William M. Mc Pheeters, 


Med. Dep. of St. Lowis University, R. 8. Holmes. 


St Louis Hospital, 
Med. Dep. of University of Mo., 
St. Lowis German Med. Society, 


John 8. Moore, 
{Jans N. McDowell. 

Alfred Behr, 

Adolphus Wislizenus. 
St. Lowis City Hospital, 1a tf 
15; 8. B. Alleyn e, 


St. Lowis Med. Institute, Jobn O’ Fallen 5 ane 


© Fallen Dispensary, Charles W. Stevens. 
U. S. Marine Hospital, St. Lowis, George ag 
Dispensary of University of Mo. Abner Ho 

Pike County Med. Society, John C. elborn, 
Randolph Co. Med. Society, R. K. Lewis. 


Franklin Co. Med. Society, | Fiore N. Butler. 


(Jum, 
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La Fayette Co. Med. Society, 


Chariton Co. Med. Society, 


Cooper Co. Med. Society, 
State Deaf and Dumb Asylum, 


St. Lowis Co. Hospital, 


State Prison Hospital, urry. 

St. Lowis Co. Lying in Hospital, J. M. "M’Keage. 

St. Louis Co. Insane Hospital, Joseph Buron. 
Biddle Long ren {chal LB se 
St. Louis Quarantine Hospital, _F. P. Leavenworth. 


Permanent Members. 


{ John D. Elbert, 
State Med. Association, Thomas Seviter, 
John H. Rauch. 
rio D. L. M’Gugin, 
Med. Dep. Iowa University, {8 i Ford 
North Western Med. Society ohn F. Ely. 
City Hospital, Keokuk, E. A. Arnold. 
Clinton Med. ’ Society, N. Van Patten. 


Keokuk Med. Society, > + 
Permanent Member, . F Becket. 


chan oer 


E. 8. Coo 

Samuel 

Rudolphus ‘oan, 
H. A. Johnson, 
William W. Welch, 
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Knox Co. Med. Society, {sw paling 
J. 8. M 
Pekin Med. Society, {5 C. Hinsey. 
Daniel Brainerd 
Rush Med. College, { W. B. Herrick. 
Adams Co. Med. Society, { TN Ralston. 
McLean Co. Med. Society, {oor —— 
Macon Co. Med. Society, 1 yal 
ian Med. Society, Thomas ‘ Washburn 


Alexander Co. Med. Society, 
Peoria Med. Society, 
Hospital Sisters Mercy Chicago, 


i aE | 
mre 
Jaa 
| 
o£ 





La Salle Co. Med. Soviety, 
Medion Co. Med. Society, @ 8. Allen. 
Stark Co. Medical Society, ‘Hiram Nanoe. 
St. Clair Co. Med. Society, yen 
Permanent Members, S Kaen 8 a 
r W. P. Golliday, 
L. G. Thompson, 
W. Cc. i ,’ 
ae 8. W. id, 
Members by Invitation, 4j Ki 
D. Skilling, 
H. W. Kendall, 
| William Robinson. 
WISCONSIN. 
: John B. Dousman, 
State Med. Society, John K. Bartlett. 
Western Med. Association, George D. Wilber. 
TENNESSEE. 
Frank A. Ramsay, 
State Med. Society, H. M. Clements, 
J. B. Lindsley. 
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Med. Dep. University of Nashville, ; nee ScPeytee, 
Nashville Med. Society, J. B. Lindsley. 

State Lunatic Asylum, George R. Grant. 
Sumner Co. Med. Society, William D. Haggard. 
Permanent Member, ©. B. Guthrie. 


MINNESOTA. 

Minnesota Med. Society, John H. swe ws 
Inited States Army, rag gt Tg, 4 
Inited States Navy, Ninian Pinkney. 

Med. Soc. of Cherokee Nation. R. D. Ross. 


The roll being called, Dr. Parsons, the vice-President announced that the Associa- 
tion was duly organized, and stated the business first in order. 

The Secretary now read the report of the committee on Publications—the chair- 
man, Dr. Condie, being absent. 

The report, on motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, was laid on the table for future 
action. 

Also, the teport of Dr. Condie, as Treasurer of the Association, was read and order- 
ed to lie on the table uatil audited. 

Oa motion of Dr, White, of New York, a recess of fifieen minutes wes taken, to 
allow the delegates of each state to meet aud select one of their number to act as @ 
hominating committee to report officers for the ensuing year. 

The Association again came to order, and the following persons were announced 
as the committee on nominations : 


“ 


ereeesk 


« W. B. Herrick, 
« W. W. Hitt, .o 
The committee on nominations retired for the purpose of ‘eeee candidates for 
President, vice-President, Secretary, artd Treasurer. On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa. 
the hours of sessions of the Association were fixed at from 9 A. M. till 1 o’clock P.M., 
and from 3 till 6 o’clock P. M. 
Dr. Hooker, of Connecticut, moved that the nominating committee be instructed to 
recommend the place for the next annual meeting of the Association. Approved. 
Invitations were now received ftom the cities of Detroit and Philadelphia, warmly 
urging the Association to hold its next meeting in those places. 
Dr, Brainerd, of Illinois, offered the following resolution. 
the American Medical Association will hold 
direct cc prea saiham, bot western divisions of the United a 
resolution gave rise to considerable discussion, oS Yor Ss 2A HEELS SS. 
Barnes, of St. Louis, laid on the table. 


On motion, the meeting adjourned to meet at 3 o'clock, P. M. 
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AFTERNOON SES8SION— Tuesday, May 2. 


The Association met at 3 o'clock P. M. pursuant to adjournament—one of the vice- 
Presidents, Dr. Henry R. F: ot 8.C., in the chair. The presiding officer then announ- 
ced that the next business in order would be the reading of the usual annual address 
of the President, and that Dr. Parsons, of Rhode Island, the senior vice-President 
would, in the absence of the President, perform that duty. 

Dr. Pagsons then read the following address. 


Gentlemen of the American Medical Association ; it has been customary for the Pre. 
siding Officer of this Association, on retiring from the chair, to give a valedictory dis 
course. Ou the eve of my departure from Rhode Island, our venerable President notified 
me of his inability to attend and perform this part of his official duty, which deprives us 
of the rich entertainment anticipated from so distinguished a scholar and professor, 
The notice being entirely unexpected, I am unprepared to offer you anything worthy 
of your attention, and my inclination would therefore be to remain silent, but for an 
apprebeasion that this course might operate as a precedent to others on similar occa- 
sions, | will therefore present you rather as an apology for a discourse, a few thoughis 
that have suggested themselves while on my way to this city. PF 

In order to promote the honor, dignity and usefulness of our profession, objects for 
which the Association was instituted, its memhers must be gathered from all parts ol 
our country, and united into one harmonious fraternity, and must adopt such mea 
sures as will promote and perpetuate among ourselves an esprit de corps, a conform 
ty of sentiment and feeling, and a combination and cooperation in action. This bas 
already been accomplished in a good degree by holding our annual meetings in dis 
tant and remote cities of the Union. They must continue to be carried to new and 
ever varying spheres of action, until their beneficial influence is made available to 
whole profession. As the metallurgist in separating a heterogeneous mass 
particles passes over it a magnetic bar to attract the pure iron and steel with a force 
mepenicved to its proximity, so must the meetings of this Association, in order to 
ga into one fold suitable materials of growth and strength, be carried from van 
to place over the whole mass of our population, attracting from the dross 
impurities all that is of value and worthy of reception and incorporation into a homo- 
geneous and efficient brotherhood. These considerations influenced me in voting to 
accept the invitation to hold the present meeting in Missouri, notwithstanding the toil 
and fatigue of the journey, and its remoteness from the residence of a propor- 
tion of the delegates. It is here more than elsewhere, that the meetings of this Asso 
ciation are likely to prove beneficial by a rapid enlargement of our numbers. 

Whoever glances at a map of the Mississippi Valley, extending from the base of the 
Al y and Cumberland Mountains to the margin of the Rocky Mountains; from 
the Highlands bordering on Lake Superior, to the Gulf of Mexico, and contemplates 
the fertility of its soil, its adaptation for cereal productions, which are so necessary for 
human subsistence and increase, and who surveys the majestic Mississippi, navige- 
ble through this whole territory, with its numerous navigable tributaries pooring in 
their treasures on either side, and adds to this the vast mineral resources, lead, 
copper and coal, which are far more conducive to healthful opulence than the golden 
regions of California—whoever, [ say, candidly surveys all these elements of future 

h, expansion and power, and moved onward by the agency of steam on land 
and water, and labor saving mechanical manufacturing operations, can arrive at no 
other conclusion than that this vast territory, the largest and most favored one i na- 
ture of any under the whole canopy of Heaven, will, in time, be densel 
with scores of millions, and become the seat of empire of the western mone 
it is destined to be the grand theatre of human progress in every department that ia 
calculated to advance the dignity and promote the happiness of the human family. 

And in 20 department of human affairs is here more sure than in medical 
knowledge. Our Atlantic States have inherited s severenes for European opinions, 
which, although commendable in our early medical history, is at the present day less 
favorable to American progress, and discovery in medicine. We need to in 
nature and experience more, and wpe oh ye less. We need mental as well 
as political independence—the freer ores of Cee and purpose that characterizes 
our brethren of the West, and which this is adapted to call into action. 

There is much to encourage in your recent discoveries 
the results of the vivisections of Saurians, the’half of which, if confirmed by future ex- 
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iments, will shed new light on Phisiology : and in the discoveries made re- 
ting to the process of digestion, » Fone late lamented Beaumont, of St. Louis, who 
for the theories and speculations prevailing, has substituted occular demon- 
stration of the modus operands of that wondertul process, by submitting to it the vari- 
ous articles of human alunent, and determining the length of time required for con- 
verting each into healthful chyme ; and again, in the successful labors of Drake in 
traveling from State to State throughout the valley, collecting the bistory and charac- 
ter of its epidemics by personal inquiry and observation. Others of your venerated 
dead might be mentioned who have pursued a like independent course untrameled 
by prevailing European authorities. Of their immediate successors who now stand 
at the head of their profession, it would ill-become me to speak, seeing that some of 
them are present and unused to such freedom of remark. But to the junior members 
of the profession we would say, “ unite with us—follow the example of the distinguish- 
ed pioneers I have named, and of Caldwell and Harrison who have gone to their re- 
ward; throw the result of your labors into the common stock of medical knowledge, 
accumulated by this Association, where, rest assured that they will be duly apprecia- 
ted to the common benefit of the profession and of mankind, and redound eventually 
to = everiasting honor and professional fame.” 
tlemen, eight years have elapsed since the preliminary meeting of the Conven- 
tion which recommended the formation of this National Association, and the resuite 
of its labors have equalled the expectations of the friends of reform and progress in 
our profession. The six published volamns of Transactions bave successively in- 
creased in value and interest, and are enduring monuments of the ardent and 
patient industry of the numerous contributors, and there is every reason to hope that 
our future labors will continue to be crowned with equally increasing success. 

Gentlemen, we are reminsed by the history of the past year, of the frailty of haman 
life. Death has removed many of the brethren of this Association. Among others ite 
first President, Professor Chapman, of Philadelphia, a veteran teacher in our oldest 
Medical College—Professor Caldwell, another veteran of great distinction, as a lec- 
turer and an author—Professor Howard, of Ohio, an eminent surgeon, editor of the 
Ohio Medical Journal, and who was Vice-President of this Association at the time of 
his decease—Dr. George C. Shattuck, LL. D., Boston, an extensive practitioner, and for- 
merly President of the Massachusetts Medical Society. He was reputed the wealthi- 
est physician in New England, and his numerous bequests to educational, humane, 
and religious institutions, and private enterprises and charities, proclaim that his phi- 
lanthropy was proportioned to his opulence. 

We are reminded by the return of this anniversary, of the terrible catastrophe that 
occurred at Norwalk. ‘The Association had received from our brethren of New York 
a cordial welcome, and were honored with overflowing hospitality. After a delight- 
ful and profitable session, the Association adjourned, and many of the members were 
on their way in cars to their respective homes, in joyous anticipation of rejoining 
their families, when in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, seven of them were 
launched into eternity, leaving us the solemn admonition, that “in the midst of life we 
are in death.” | deem it a duty on this occasion, to pay a tribute of respect due 
to their memory, by portraying their many virtues and excellencies as men and as 
garsees, an not ascertained that justice will be done them by an abler pen. Our 

thren of New York, with characteristic magnanimity, which adds to their claim on 
our ws pated prc oo iately on the aye ty ey the disaste ens a nd they 
ing an utions expressive of their sorrow at the sad event; an 
also appoiated @ committee to prepare an eulogy on the deceased, to be offered at 
this annual meeting, and the distinguished ability of the chairman and members of 
that committee is @ sufficient guarantee that justice will be done to the memory of 
these, our lamented brethren. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa., the thanks of the Association were tendered Dr. Par- 


sons for his Address, which was then referred to the Committee on Publications, and 


ordered to be printed with the transactions. 


The following report of the New York Committee was read by the Secretary and 
their recommendations adopted. ; 
TO THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

At a special meeting held in the city of New York, on the 12th of May, 1853, of 
such members “ of the American Medical Association as reside in this city and its 
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Fy 


vicinity. and such as were remaining here from abroad, for the peg may | 
tneir feelings respecting the ae on the New York and New 

Norwalk, in Connecticut, which resulted in the death of so many valuable member 

of the Association,” afier ‘adopting sundry resolutions expressive of their A 
and sympathy with the bereaved, a committee of seven gn pe o to devise 
some suitable method of commemorating the event and the and professional 
character of our lamented associates, and to recommend said plan to the next annual 
meeting of the Association. 


of the birth-piace. age, place of education, when and where they derived of life if any 
authority, where located after entering the profession, tastes and habits of life, if 

to what particular branch of the profession devoted, what positions held in the 

sion, either as professors, presidents or officers of Medical Societies, what 
labors, mediva! or otherwise, eee teeth science of medicine ; 
and that such narrative and biugrapbical memoirs be published in the next volume of 
the Transactions of the Association. 


aod inn 6 es they would respectfully 
recommend (be adoption of the plan proposed, and, suggest that they be authorized to 

complete the narrative and memoirs in question, and to transmit them to the Com 
mittee of Publication. 


To E. L. Beavre, M. D., Secretary. JOSEPH M. SMITH, M. D., Chairman, 

New York, April 24, 1554. 

The letter from Dr. Jobn G. Adams, dated Marseilles, March 19, 1854, was again 
read. (‘n motion, the request was ordered to be complied with. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, bere made the explanation that the volumes of the 
Transactions had been forwarded very recently. There not being any of the firs 
edition on hand at the 'ime the order was received, the Committee were obliged to 
wait until the issue of the second edition. 

The following resolutions passed at the annual meeting of the New Hamp 
shire Medica! Society were read, 


Resolved, ' That it is the decided kine of the New State Medical Soci- 
ety, that no Delegate should be admitted to membership in the American Medical Ae 


resolution to the Secretaries of each of the Siate M edical Societies, and to 
taries of the American Medical Association, previous to their next Annual 
E. K. WEBSTER, Secretary N. H. Medical Society. 

Boscawen, June, 1853. 

Dr. Gross, of Kentucky, offered the following resolution, which being seconded, 
was ordered according to the rules of the Association, to lie upon the table for one 
year before being acted upon. 

Whereas, pedir yet oe oper Ams Hs Sate Pant Associa 
tion, that its presiding officer should be fully acquainted with parliamentary usages, 
and the mode of presiding over deliberative bodies ; Therefore 
“Resolved, That that part of the Constitution which relates to the election of officers, 
be so amended, as that the election shall take place immediately before the sdjaurm- 
ment of each meeting, instead of immediately after ite commencement. 

Dr. Gross offered another resolution, declaring it to be disorderly’ for any future 
Committee of arrangements to prepare a costly supper or dinner, for the entertain 
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ment of the members of the Association. Dr. Gross remarked in support of the reso- 
lation, that he had the misfortune, perhaps, to live in a small city, where the profes 
sion was poor, and unable to go to any extravagant expenditure in the entertainment 
of the Association, in case it should ever honor his city by holding its meetings there. 
His resolution, he further said, was prospective in its application, and intended to 
make no reflection on any arrangements that had been made by the profession of this 
city. 

a warm and spirited debate sprung up on the resolution, in which Drs. Coons 
McPheeters and Barnes participated. 

Dr. Coons approved of the resolution, and the objects it was intended to effect. The 
cause of science could not be promoted by preparing costly dinners at great expense. 
The Committee of arrangements in this city, have been at great expense and trouble 
to make preparations for the reception of the Association, and he thought such efforts 
and receptions did not tend greatly to forward the ends of the Association. (These 
remarks elicited some decided evidences of disapprobation.) ° 

Dr. MePheeters deprecated the expediency of dragging such matters before the 
Association. 

A motion to lay the resolution on the table was lost. 

An amendment was then offered by Dr. McPheeters, striking out the word “ disor- 
derly,” and substituting a clause, which modified the resolution, so as to request future 
Committees of arrangemeat not to prepare costly entertainments for the Association. 

Dr. McIlvaine desired to amend further by a clause prohibiting the use of liquor 
and tobacco. After some further discussion, Dr. Gross’ resolution, with Dr. McPhee- 
ters’ amendment was carried. 

The nominating Committee then entered, and through their Chairman, Dr. White, 
of New York, reported the following officers for the ensuing year. 

For President—Charies A. Pope, of Missouri. Vice-Presidents—E. D. Fenner, of 
Louisiana; N.S. Davis, of Illinois; William Wragg, of South Carolina; John Green, 
of Massachusetts. Secretaries—Edwin S. Lemoine, of Missouri; Francis West, of 
Pennsylvania. Tyeaswrer—D. Francis Condie, of Pennsylvania. 

The report was accepted unanimously, and the gentlemen nominated declared to 
be duly elected. 

Drs. D. H. Storer, of Massachusetts ; White, of New York ; Brainard, of Illinois, and 
Eve of Tennessee, were appointed a Committee to conduct the newly elected offi- 
cers to their seats. 

Dr. Pope being absent on account of sickness in his family, the Senior Vice-Presi- 
dent, Dr. Fenner, presided, and expressed his thanks for the honor conferred, and 
regretted the absence of the President. 

The Chairman then stated that owing to some informality in transmitting the reso- 
lution instructing the nominating Committee to select a place for the next annual 
meeting, the Committee had not acted thereon. It was then moved and adopted 
unanimously, that the City of Philadelphia be selected for holding the next meeting of 
the Association. 

A series of resolutions were then reported from the committee on publication, to which 
an amendment was offered, providing that a fee of three dollars should be required 
of each member annually, to defray the expense of publishing the transactions of the 
Association, and that the name of any member refusing or neglecting to pay the same, 
should be erased from the list of permanent members. A spirited and interesting de- 
bate sprung up on the amendment. 

Dr. Atlee supported the amendment, saying it was only asserting in theory, what 

87 
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had always been the practice of the Association. The opposers of the amendment 
asserted that absence, accident, or circumstances beyond the control of a member, 
might prevent him (rom paying his due, in which case, it would be manifestly unjust 
io strike out his name. ‘ 

Dr. Mclivaine approved of the amendment: it would make members more prompt 
and punctual in the payment of their dues. 

During the discussion, a motion that the resolutions be acted on separately was lost. 

The resolutions were then further amended by providing that the Secretary, before 
erasing the name of a member, should inform him of his indebtedness, and ir this 
form passed en masse, by a unanimous vote. 

Dr. Atlee, on behalf of the Committee to procure a stone with a suitable inscription 
for the Washington monument, reported that he had adopted, at the suggestion of 
the lamented Dr. Pierson, of Salem, the design for the stone, representing Hippocrates 
refusing the presents of King Artaxerxes, who invited him to go to Persia and succor 
the enemies of Greece. The sculpture was on beautiful marble, by Samuel Beck, 
young artist of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, from a daguerreotype copy of Viardot's 
celebrated picture, presented to him by Miss Abby L. Pierson. The execution of the 
work is in the highest style of the art, and evinces extraordinary talents in the artist. 

The stone is of Vermont marble. The resolution authorizing the movement was 
adopted at Richmond. There was a lack of funds for the accomplishment of this ob 
ject to the amount of $400, and members of the Association were respectfully invited 
to contribute, as they felt inclined, and make up the amount. 

At the conclusion of Dr. Atiee’s remarks, the members gathered around him to com 
tribute to the sum required to complete the work. 

On motion of Dr. White of New York, Dr. Charles Hooker of Connecticut, was ap- 
pointed Treasurer, pro tem., Dr Condie being absent. 

Dr. N.S. Davis, of Ulinois, moved the following resolutions, which were adopted. 

Resolved, That all motions and resolutions made to the Association shall be present- 
ed in writing and signed by their mover. 

Resolved, That no member be allowed to speak more than fifieen minutes at one 
time, nor more than once on the same subject, uatil all have spoken who wish to do so. 


A gentleman now announced that Dr. Pope, the President elect, was in the room. 
Two of the Committee appointed for that purpose then escorted the President to the 
chair. He addressed the Association in a few words as follows— 


GenTLEMEN—There are occasions when the mouth is dumb, because the heart is 
full. Iam unequal to the task of thanks. Honor, which is valuable’ according to its 
source, is in (he present case great indeed, for | bebold around me the members ofa 
noble profession, the cultivators of a yet nobler science, gathered from the wide extent 
of our beloved country. 

T would that this undeserved and unexpected honor had fallen upon one older and 
worthier than |, for many such I see before me. In one thiag only will I claim 
equality, for however unworthy in other respects, | yield to none in ardent devotion 
and ceaseless love to our time honored art. But | will not claim more than I ought. 
Nor do I misoonstrae the honor which your partiality has conferred upon me : for well 
I feel that it was intended less as an individual compliment, than as one to the West 
in general, and to Missouri especially. In this view, and for them, and for myself, | 
teturn you the warm, unfeizned thanks of a grateful heart. Relying upon your par 
tiality, which has thus elevated me to my present position, and claiming indulgence 
for any short-comings in presiding over your deliberations, | shall endeavor to acquit 
inyself to the best of my poor ability. Again, Gentlemen, | thank you. 


Dr. Storer of Boston, now informed the Association that Dr. Ninian Pinckney one of 
the Delegates from the United States Navy was present, and would be glad if permix 
gion were granted him to address the meeting. 
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The request was acceded to, and Dr. Pinckney addressed the Association as foliows. 


Having been deputed by the present distinguished head of the Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery (the successor of the venerable Harris, whose name stands deservedly 
high as an Ornament of the profession which his great talent and extensive acquire- 
ments have so long and happily illustrated, and whose place has been supplied by a 
gentleman of the very first qualification for the office), it is my privilege to congratu- 
late my brethren here assembled in the heart of the great and magnificent West, and 
mingle in their deliberations—deliberations that have for their object the elevation and 
efficiency of the medical profession of the United States. There seems to be a pecu- 
liar Gtness in the place of our assembly. St. Louis is a name too dear to every Ame- 
rican citizen to require any evlogy at my hands. The beauty of her location, her 
commanding influence as the great commercial emporium of the West, her future 
boundless vareer of usefulness and honor, carried out in a measure by the talent and 
enterprise of her citizens—all concur to make her a most appropriate place for the 
convening of such a body as I see before me. I may therefore offer you my congrat- 
ulations upon the time and the place, satisfied that whatever tends to exalt science 
and digaify and ennoble the condition of man, will meet no where a more cordial sym- 
pathy or enlightened public sentiment. 

In the discharge of my appropriate duty, it will be necessary to remind you that 
your kind aes and earnest co-operation with your brethren of the Navy have 
already produced the most admirable and desirable results. Twice have the Senate 
of the hited States passed a law conferring rank upon our corps perfectly congenial 
witn our feelings and commensurate with our just rights. You are aware that a bill 
for the re-organization of the Navy is now befure Congress. The Hon. Secretary of 
the Navy, in a spirit that reflects infinite credit upon his sense of justice, and displays 
his broad and enlightened appreciation of public policy, and with a view of harmoniz- 
ing the several branches of service, appointed the Chief of the Medical Bureau and a 
Commander to represent the line and staff officers of the Navy. Their report, satis- 
factory to both parties, received the cordial approbation of the tary, and was by 
him sent to the chairman of the committee on Naval Affaits in the House. re- 


port was accepted by the cammittee and is now a into the bill for re-organ- 
in 


ation. Your report, adopted at your last session ew York, and the recommen- 
dation of your own distinguished committee, laid before the Republic of our great and 
growing confederacy, have been chiefly instrumental in securing this measue of relief 
to your brethren of the Navy. J, as their representative, tender you my own and their 
thanks for your manly and efficient action in the premises. We will! not doubt that 
Congress, in responding to your wishes, now clothed with the efficient sanction of the 
Secretary of the Navy, founded upon the joiat report of the two representatives of the 
lite and staff officers, will be prompt to measure out to us the relief we need, and en- 
graft upon the legislative proceedings a principle which must commend itself to every 
calm and unprejudiced friend of the Navy. 

I may have been deemed importunate by some in pursuing with so much earnest- 
ness my appeal to your sympathy; but I have studied the elements of the medical 
profession and the feelings of the American people to but little purpose, if importunity 
be not deemed a virtue when official honor and dighity are the objects of pursuit, 

Ihave now discharged the specific duty assigned me as the representation of the 
Medical officers, of the Navy in a matter personal to themselves, yet of high concera- 
ment to you all. Our honor is your honor; our dignity your dignity; our rights your 
rights. This noble sentiment you have unfurled to the gaze of the world, and we dre 
here to thank you for it. You will allow me to say in return, that your honor is our 
honor, your dignity our dignity, our rights our rights. We shared with you the sin- 
cerity and concern that atten ed your first celebration, when many were desponding 
and not a few inert and inactive. We had a strong hope that the advancement of 
the science and the exaltation of our profession would be thereby promoted. We 
knew that in union there was strength, and that concert of action would be produc- 
tive of a rich golden harvest, and the sight that this day greets my eye, and the expe- 
rence of the past, conclusively proves that in this hope we were not doomed to be 
disappointed. 

Gentlemen, you stand upon a lofiy eminence—linked by all the ties of brotherhood. 
Assembled to work, not for the vain and idle purposes of a fleeting hour, but for futore 
ages, you must command the respect and adiniration of the world. Personal gratifi- 
cation, personal emolumeat, personal feeling and private convenience, are all cheer- 
fully sacrificed for the common good. 








288 American MEDICAL ASsocrarion. (June, 


In this peaceful though earnest conflict of mind with mind, this blending of calm de. 
liberation with the suggestions of thought, which are accustomed to explore all the 
heighth and depth of scientific investigation, there must be imparted an increased sti. 
mulus to exertion, and a happy exemption from that low and vulgar jealousy whieh 
has done more to lower the profession of medicine than aught else beside. 

I bid you all hail in this onward and upward career, I come to cheer on your deli 
erations and participate in your self sacrificing efforts to raise the standard of medical 
proficiency; to witness the triumph of talent and argyment—not toadd anything of my 
own; and! shall carry back to my brethren of the Navy, the cheering intelligence 
that union characterized all your proceedings, and efficiency all your actions. You 
will excuse me it, in my visions of future recollection and honor, I recall, for the ex. 
pression of our mutual sympathy and condolence, the familiar forms of those who took 
@ prominent pert in the doings of our last Association, and parted from us with high 
hopes and exulting pride; but who, alas! were crusbed by the hand of death eze they 
reached their homes, or were greeted by the smiles of their admiring friends. The 
calamity that put an end to their bright career, fell with stunning suddenness upon the 
heart of the whole country. All felt that bright lights were extinguished in the social 
and professional circle, and all sympathized with us, who best knew the extent of the 
sad bereavement. Let us build a monument to their memory. They fell in the pro 
secution of what bey, in the noble spirit of chivalry which encircled them, considered 
& paramount duty. t it never be said that, while we are yearly occupied in erect. 
ing a monument of enduring renown to the profession at large, we are so engrossed 
with the thrilling and moving scenes of active life, as to forget what is due to death, 
to sach a death, encountered in such a cause. While we write upon the tablet of 
memory those simple words, “reguiescat in pace,” let us engrave upon the solid marble 
our sense of the magnitude of our loss; ana show to the world that the living stars of 
the profession know what is due to the illustrious lights that have gone out—gone out, 
did oay ? not so; they can never go out, for the rays of their glory still linger among 
Us to cheer us on in our future career. 

A communication was read from L. M. Kennett, Ex-Mayor of St Louis, inviting all 
the members of the Association to his residence that evening. 

Also one from Rev. William G. Elliot, President of the Missouri Institation for the 
Blind, requesting the members to visit at their convenience before leaving the city, 
that establishment. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, the Committee on Nommations was ia- 
stracted to report to the Association all the Standing Committees. 

The President invited the members to the residence of Drs. Moore, McPheeters 
and Reyburn. 

On motion the Convention adjourned. 


May 3—MORNING SESSION. 


The Association met at 9 o’clock, and after the reading of the minutes, which were 
slightly altered, they were adopted. The hour of adjournment on mofion, was fixed 
for this evening, at 4 o’clock. 

Dr. Atlee of Pennsylvania, moved that the memorial to the Association from the 
American Medical Society of Paris be read, which was carried, and the Secretary 
read as follows. 

To the American Medical Association : 

We, the Members of the American Medical Society of Paris, beg, through our dele- 

to present the following memorial: 

The National Association of the United States, bas hed its origin mainly from the 
consciousness of plysictans of the low state of medical education in our country, and 
from the desire universally entertained by them, of cievating the standard of i 
edueation and attainment of the medical > 

We, by our sojourn abroad, from an intercourse with those educated here, have be- 
come more painfully ious of our infirmities and deficiencies at home, and for this 





reason beg once more, to urge upon the Association the necessity of a change. While 
acknowledging, however, the superiority of education in Europe, we are far from de- 
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siring to arrive at equality by imitating their methods. We therefore beg to urge the 
following plans for the consideration of the Association: 

That in each State there be appointed by the Medical Society of the State, a Board 
of Examiners, which board shall be chosen every year from members of the enna db 
and which shall perform its duties the following year, in the place and immediately 
before the sitting of the Society ; thet their examinations be public, and that any one 
whosoever may apply who shail be introduced by a member of the Society, and that 
no one can hereafier become a member of the State Medical Societies, nor of the 
American Medical Association, who has not the certificates of having satisfactorily 

sed such examination. 

As to the qualifications to be required of the candidates, we do not think it advisa- 
hie to enter toto particalars. They should not, however, believe in any peculiar doc- 
trines or methods—no certificates of attendance upon courses of lectures should be 
necessary, but solely the possesion of the necessary amount of medical knowledge to 
practice their profession with safety and honor. 

This plan in no way interferes, with the established schools, its effect upon them 
could only be salutary. Stadents would attend those institutions where those branches 
of a medical education that can only be acquired by attendance upon lectures, are best 
taught. 

Ail of which is respectfully submitted to the consideration of the Association. 


DR. HAMMER, St. Louis, 

Paris, March 21st, 1554. DR. MURPHY, Cincinnati, 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on Publication. 

The President now announced that the next business in order was the receiving of 
the reports of Standing Committees. 

Several Committees were continued on account of the absence of the Chairman, 
viz: Drs. Condie, of Pennsylvania, Arnold of Georgia, Hooker of Connecticut, Jones 
of Louisiana, Wood of New York, Porcher of South Carolina, Wilson of Virginia, Lee 
of New York, Engleman of Missouri, Bullitt of Kentucky, Campbell of Georgia, Bol- 
ton of Virginia, Taylor of Michigan. 

Dr. R. S. Holmes, of Missouri read a synopsis of bis report on Epidemic Erysipe- 
las. The report was referred to the Committee on Publications. 

Dr. Wood of Philadelphia, through Dr. Carson asked ip be excused from serving 
on the committee which was granted. 

Dr. John L. Atlee was not quite prepared to report and was granted further time. 

An abstract of the report of Dr. D. J. Cain of S. C. was read by Dr. Wragg, who stated 
that the report needed some slight alterations to complete it. On motion it was re- 
ferred, whea completed, to the Committee on publications. 

Dr. F. A. Ramsey of T , pr ted a partial report of Dr. W. L, Sutton 
of Kentucky, on Epidemics of Ten and Kentucky for the last year. The report 
was referred to the Committee on Publications and Dr. Satton continued on the Com. 

Dr. Reyburn of Missouri asked for further time. Granted. Dr. George Menden- 
hall of Ohio gave a synopsis of his report on Epidemics of Ohio, Indiana and Michi- 
gan. Referred to the Committee on Publications. 

Dr. Fenner of Louisiana, stated that owing to his not receiving information of his 
appointment until recently, he had not been able to finish his report. He then pre- 
sented to the Association his history of Yellow Fever in New Orleans during the year 
1553, and also read an abstract of his unfinished report upon Cholera. Dr. Feaner 
was requested to finish his report and transmit it to the Publishing Committee. 

Dr. Mussey bere moved that these reports of the Standing Committees be suspend- 
ed to allow Dr. M. L. Linton of Missouri to present certain views which he entertain- 
ed in regard to the pathology and causes of Yellow Fever. The request was granted, 
and Dr. Linton then endeavored by an able argument to prove the identity in cause 
and nature of Yellow, Bilious, and other so-called miasmatic fevers. 
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Dr. Blatehford of New York, moved that Dr. Linton be requested to draw up a pa 
per expressive of tus views, and present it to the Publishing Committee. Carried, 

Dr. Brainerd requested further time to make up a full report upon the constitutional 
and local treatment of Carcinoma. 

Dr. N. 8. Davis. of Illinois, on the influence of local circumstances on the origin and 
prevalence of Typhoid Fever, read a brief abstract of his report. Referred to Com. 
mittee on Publications. 

Dr. F. Donaldson of Maryland not being present, a communication was read trom 
him, stating that he had completed his report upon “ The present and prospective va- 
lue of the Microscope in Disease,” and asking that it be referred to the Committee on 
Publications. Granted. . 

The report of Dr. R. L. Howard, of Columbus, Ohio, upon the pathology and treat 
ment of Scrofula was called for, when his death was announced by a colleague. 

A letter was read by the Secretary from Dr. Cabell of Virginia, who had been sub- 
stituted as chairman on the Committee on Education, instead of Dr. B. R. Wellford, 
stating that his report was ready, but owing to his recentappointment he had not been 
able to oltain the aid or views of his colleagues, and therefore the report presented 
was expressive of his opinions only. At his request it was referred to the Publishing 
Committee. 

Dr. Wragg, of 8. C., one of the Vice Presidents, took the chair, and Dr. Pope as 
chairman of Committee on volunteer communications made a report as follows. 

Mr. Presipent: The Committee on Prize Essays and Volunteer Communications, 
respectfully report that the Essays submitted to their consideration were nine in num- 
ber, of which one was presented as a volunteer communication, The committee 
have carefully examined the whole of these Essays and bestowed upon them the at. 
tention which a sease of the importance of the duty assigned them im 
feel free to say that some of these Essays possess undoubted merit, both in matter and 
style, and they admit in them evidence of high scientific attainment, as well as a fa- 
miliarity with the graces of composition. But whilst cheerfully according these claims 
to their authors, the committee have preferred to be governed in their choice by con- 
siderations of originality ang practical import, rather than of mere theoretic specula- 
tion, however finely portrayed, The committee, bave, consequently, concluded to 
award but a single prize. The Essay selected is entitied “An Essay on a new me- 
thod of treating wnunited Fractures and certain Deformities of the Osseous System.” 
It bears a motto in French, which being liberally rendered in modern lnglish, reads, 
“and notwithstanding all the pains I have heretofore taken, I have reason to praise God, 
in that it hath pleased Him to call me to that branch of medical practice commonly 
ealled Surgery, which can neither be bought by gold nor by silver, but by industry 
alone and by long experience.” 

If it please the Association I will now break the seal of the packet superscribed by 
the same motto, and declare the uame of the tor. 


Dr. Pope then broke the seal of the packet endorsed by the same motto, and an- 
nounced the name of Dr. Brainerd, of Chicago, Illinois. The announcement was greét- 
ed with applause, and on motion Dr. Brainerd was invited to the stand to explait 
his new mode of treating ununited fractures. 

Dr. Hooker, Treasurer, pro tem, called the attention of the Association to the resolu- 
tion adopted yesterday, in reference to the annual assessment—the prompt payment 
of which he urged, and recommended the appointment of Committees in each State to 
attend to the sale and distribution of the Transactions of the Association. He also 
gave notice that he was prepared to receive payment for Vol. 6th of the Transactions. 

Dr. Elbert, of lowa, offered the following resolutions. 


Resolved, That a committee of —— members be appointed to recommend to the next 
annual meeting, any amendments, necessary in their opinion, to the Constitution or 
By Laws of the Association. 
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Resolved, That this meeting instruct said Committee to report a Constitution and By- 
Laws which shall require the election of officers, and the place of holding the annual 
meetings to be determined by ballot, and without the intervention of nominating com- 
miltees, 

These resolutions gave rise to considerable discussion and were finally lost, 

On motion of Dr. C. B. Guthrie of Kentucky, it was unanimously 


Resolved, Thatin the Sectetary of the Treasury’s recommendation to Congress to abol- 
ish, or materially modify the duty on such crude drugs not producable in this country, 
as are used in the laboratories of the country in the manufacture of chemicals, we re- 
vognize a wise provision for the further protection of the profession, and the comme- 
nity at large from impure aad sophisticaied medicines. 

Resotved, That a copy of this resolution be signed by the proper officers of this As- 
sociation and transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, and to the Commitice of 
Ways and Means in Congress. 

Dr. J. B. Johnson, of St. Louis, Mo., now read the following letter: 

To the American Medical Association assembled at St. Louis: 

Mr. President—At the last meeting of the Association in New York, I presented 
the following preamble and resolution through my friend Dr. Stewart, of New York, 
which, with some amendments, were laid on the table. 

As we are constantly called upon to deplore the ravages of death among the me- 
ritorious and worthy members deer profession throughout the United States. 

Resolved, That a Standing Committee be appointed by this Association to procure 
memorials of the eminent and worthy dead among the distinguished physicians of our 
country, and present them to this Association for publication in their transactions. 

| now beg leave to call up the resolutions through my friend Dr. J. B. Johnson, of 
St. Louis. The medical biography of our country is intimately related to the history 
of it, as the lives of eminent men are identified with the history of the times in which 
they lived. In the United States there have been and are to be found, medical men whose 
lives and actions are ornaments to human nature, and whose brilliant cazeer in the 
cause of humanity and science, reflect honor and dignity upon our country. We 
sufler nothing in this respect, in comparison with the learned and eminent physicians 
ot Europe. The profession of medicine contains more learned and distinguished men 
than any other profession or calling, and some memorial of their lives and actions 
should be presented to the world in a more durable form than the periodical journals 
of the day, and particularly of the newspaper press. A more permanent and proper 
place for the publication of such memorials would be in the Transactions of the Ame- 
nean Medical Association. And without disparagement to any other articles which 
have heretofore been published in the Transactions, such memorials would be read 
by the surviving members of the profession with great interest and improvement— 
short biographies need take up but little room in the publication—and this objection 
to the proposed movement may be thus obviated. 

We are constantly noticing that death spares no ranks or conditions of men. Those 
who contend most skillfally against his insatiate ravages, themselves fall victims to 
his all conquering sword. Within a very short space of time, we have been called to 
lament the deaths of Dr. Nathaniel Chapman, the former President of this Associa- 
tion; of Drs. Samuel G. Morton, William E. Horner, Isaac Parrish, G. 8. Pattison, J. 
Kearney Rodgers, Daniel Drake, the great Medical Pioneer of the West ; Sainuel Me- 
Clellan, Amos Twitchell, Abiel Pierson, G. C. Shattuck, Archibald Welch, and very 
many Others which time will not permit me to enumerate. 

This is not the place to speak their eulogies; some permanent notice of them and 
of many others who have recently died, should be published in the Transactions of 
this Association, where the useful improvements and discoveries of the living should 
be recorded, and the memories of the worthy dead should be presented, 

STEPHEN W. WILLIAMS, late of Deerfield, Mass. 

Lavina, Winnebago co.,, Ill. 

The resolutions, on motion of Dr. Johnson were adopted. 

Dr. Meclivaine, of Ohio, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, that in the opinion of this Association the practice of professors reading 
lectures to their classes, no matter with how much care selected from the musty re- 
cords of antiquity, is a miserable apology for teaching—is prima faciee evidence of their 
inaptness to istruct, and is inimical to medical progress. Laid on the table- 
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Dr. Nagle, of Ohio, proposed that the words “Surgical instrument,” be erased from 
chapter 2d Art. 4th of the code of ethics. The motion was lost. 

Dr. F. A. Ramsay offered the following amendment to the Constitution which by 
the laws lies over to the next meeting. 


Resolved, That the Constitution of this Association be so amended as to dispense 
with the nominating Committee, and the duties of such Committee. 


Dr. 8S. H. Freach, of New York, submitted the following, which.was carried. 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to enquire what state or other 
society represented in this Association, are in tellowship with irregular practitioners. 

A communication was presented by Dr. Blatchford, of New York, from Dr. Spore, 
of the same state, on the subject of hydrophobia and its connection with the seasm, 
As Dr. Spore was not a member of the Association, Dr, Blatchford was on motion, 
appointed Chairman of a Committee on hydrophobia. 

Dr. Joseph N. McDowell submitted the following resolution, 

Resolved, That a Committee be apointed to investigate the improvements in in- 


‘ struments for lithotomy, by Nathan R. Smith, Paul F. Eve, and Dr. McDowell. 


The resolution after some discussion was laid on the table. 

Dr, Ramsay, of Tennessee, made the following motion, which was adopte.l, 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed who shall be charged with the duty of 
investigating the charges made against gentlemen in fellowship with this Aseociation, 
of sustaining proprietary medicines by certificates or otherwise, 

Dr. 8, M, Smith, of Columbus, Ohio, offered the following resolution, 

Resolved, That a Standing C ittee of be appointed by this Association on 
the subject or Insanity, as it prevails in this country, including its cawsation as heredi- 
tary transmission, educational influences, physica! and moral, social and political in- 
stitutions, &c, Its forms and complications, curability and means of cure and pre 
vention, &c, Carried. 

An invitation was now received from Col. John O’Fallen, for all the members of the 
Association to an entertainment at his country seat, at 5 o'clock this evening. 

On motion, the Convention then adjourned, 





AFTERNOON skssION— May 3. 


At 3 o'clock Dr. Wragg, one of the Vice-Presidents, called the Covention to order, 
and stated that the President would not be present during the afternoon. 

Dr. White, of New York, offered the following resolution which was unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be presented to Dr. J. Knight, the late 
President, for the very dignified, courteous, and eflicient manner in which he presi- 
ded over its deliberations, and that he be requested to furnish the usual address for 


The thanks of the Convention were also voted to the late Vice-Presidents, Drs. 
Parsons, Frost, &c., and the late Secretary, Dr. Beadle. 

The Secretary then read a report from Dr. George J. Zeigler, of Philadelphia, from 
the special Committee, authorized at the last meeting to report on a plan for a more 
general, systematic, and thorough investigation of subjects connected with medical 
science, concluding with the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the American Medical Association hereby recommends all medical 
societies to establish in accordance with the plan detailed in the report, special Com- 


mittees for the selection, investigation, collaboration, and publication, of all subjects 
oti ted with 





On motion, the report with the resolution accompanying it, was referred to the 
Committee on Publications, with directions to publish them in the Transactions. 
Dr. Atlee stated that he had just received a letter from Dr. Parrish, Chairman of the 
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Committee on the Epidemics of New Jer-ey, informing him that his report was not 
yet finished, and asking leave to send it to the Publishing Committee, when finished, 
for publication. Granted. 

Dr. Davis, of Illinois, presented to the meeting some specimens of milk, prepared 
in New York, so as to make a voyage of any distance without losing any of its nutri- 
tive qualities, This milk he stated, would if used, prevent many of the diseases of 
childrea to which they are subjected by the use of impure milk, 

On motion, the Association adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock on Thursday morning. 


MORNING SESSION—May 4. 

Convention met p t to adjournment, at 9 o'clock, Dr. Pope in the Chair. 

Dr. Seviter, ef iowe, one of the nominating Committee, having left the city, the or 
der of business w&s suspended in order to allow another to be substituted. On mo- 
tion, Dr. McGugin was appointed. The minutes of yesterday were thea read, cor- 
rected, and adopted. 

Dr. McPheeters, of St. Louis, stated to the Association that arrangements bad been 
made with all the different Railroad Companies of the country, excepting the New 
York and Hadson River Railroad Company, to convey the Delegates who exhibited 
through tickets to St. Louis, a passage back free of charge. 

The Chairman of the nominating Committee requested the members of said Com- 
mittee to meet in an adjoining room. 

A communication was read tendering the hospitality of the city of Burlington, 
lowa, to those members returning by the upper Mississippi. 

Dr. Aulee moved that a copy of the Constitution of the Association be hereafter ap- 
pended to each volume of the Transactions. Adopted. 

The following resolution, offered by Dr. Gross, of Kentucky, was adopted, and. Dr. 
Gross appointed on the Committee. 

That a Committee of one be a Chair, to inquire into the 
ae Cha obstruct the formation and pac soe A +d bp Bi National Medical Liter- 
-, nnd to sapert om the PERIESS #8 OFF BERL ROG PSE, or as soon thereafler 

practi 

The following letter was read by the President— 

Dr. Wasnineton, Chairman of Committee of Arrangements 

Dean Srr—I am authorized by the Directors ofthe Pacific Railroad, o ofler to your 
Committee the use of the road, at your convenience, in case you should desire to 
_ members of the Medical Society that are expected to meet bere, the 

the neighborhood of St. Louis, and go a few miles out on what we hope will in 
be, the road to the Pacific Ocean 
If you will give me one day’s ‘notice, { will send out « special train, at auch an hour 


as may suit your arrangements. Very respectfully, 
THOMAS 8. O'SULLIVAN, Eng. and Sup't. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, a vote of thanks was extended to the Directors of the Pa- 
cific Railroad—the invitation accepted, and the time fixed at 10 o'clock, A. M. on 
Friday. 

The following resolution, offered by Dr. J. B. Linsley, of Tennessee, after some 
debate was referred to the Committee on Medical Education, with instructions to 
report thereon at the next annual meeting. 

. Resolved, That this Association earnestly recommend to the few western schools 
which still retain the rule of making four PR eye SS 
College, the abrogation of said og as holding out strong inducement and 
to young men, to enter upon the practice of medicine with little or no 

Dr. Paul F. Eve, of Tennessee, submitted a resolution, which, after a slight ounp 
ment, wag adopted as follows— 
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Resolved, That a Committee wt be sys by the Chair, to report at the 
next annual meeting, the best means of introduction of disease by en- 
igrants, into our country. Drs. 8. H. Dic wT i Geecoo, and ED. Feuner, Coe 
mittee. 


Dr. Linton of St. Louis, offered this resolution, which was referred to the above 
Committee. 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association, quarantine establishments afford, 
no ction to states and cities against the imvasion of epidemics, such as cholerr 
yellow fever. 


Another motion of Dr. Linton’s, to take the sense of the Convention upon the util. 
ty of quarantine. was laid on the table. 

Dr. Sayre, of New York, made « motion to withdraw from the Committee on Med 
cal Edueation, the memorial from the American Medical Society at Paris. Dr. Sayre 
warmly supported the object of the resolution. A spirited discussion arose, in which 
Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, Br. Edgar, of St. Louis, Dr. Elbert, of lowa, Dr, McIlvaine, 
of Ohio, and Dr. Paddock, of Illinois, participated. 

The memorial! was finally, by a large majority, withdrawn from the Committee, and 
laid on the table. 

A communication was received from Dr. Peebles, of Petersburgh, Va., asking to be 
excused from serving on the Committee oa Epidemics of Virginia and North Carolias, 
Granted. 

Dr. Phelps, of New York City, asked and obtained leave to read an abstract ofa 
paper upon the relation between medicine and religion. 

The nominating Committee at this juncture appearing, the regular order of business 
was suspended, to allow their report. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS. 


The Committee of nominations, in fulfilling the duty imposed upon them, recom 
mend the continuance of several of the Special Committees previously yee 
the appointment of some new ones. therefore, submit the following list 


men of Special Committees, with the su! to them committed : 
fe 5 ha Hooker, of New Haven, Conn—On epidemics of New England 
ew York 


Dr. Jobn L. Atlee, of Lancaster, Penn—-On epidemics of New Jersey, Pennsylve 
nia, Delaware and Maryland. 
eta as Cain, of Charleston, 8. C—On epidemics of South Carolina, Florida, Geor- 
jJabama. 
og Noe , of “Se of T nd 
tton Connell eplinsaine of eee Ling 4 


Dr. George Mendenball, of Cincinnati, Ohi.—On epidemies of Ohio, Indiana and 
.. 

Dr. E. D. Fenner, of New Orleans, La.—On epidemics of Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Arkaneas and Texas. 

Dr. James Jones, of New Orleans, La—On the Mutual Relations of Yellow aad 
Bilious remittent Fevers. 

= te Condie, oe Ge Oe Quem of Sees 

mer ged peel Peneliashien 
Bs A. ar Merril Memphis Yeomen Oe Physiological of Diseases 


De fosoph N. McDowell ot St Louis, Mo—On Statistics of the Opetation of re 


“rene here 

a, eye Sencteness Chentenon, &: G.-siincen. Respedaged aad ore 
Dunpuntes Socrppeeanae 
Dr. Daniet Brainard, of Il.—On the Constitutional and Local] Treatment 
of Carcinome. 


Dr. George Engleman, of St. Louis, Mo—On the Influence of Geological Forme 
tion on the Character of Disease. 
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Dr. Henry Taylor, of Mt. Clemens. Michigan.—On Dysentery. 

Dr. Horace Green, of New York.—On the use and Effects of Applications of Nitrate 
of Silver to the throat, either in local or general Disease. 

Dr. P. Claiborne Gooch, of Richmond, Va—On the Administration of Anesthetic 
Agents during Parturition. 

Dr. Charles Hooker, of New Haven, Conn.-—On the Diet of the Sick. 

Dr. E. R. Dabney, of Clarksville, Tenn.—On certain forms of eruptive fevers preva- 
jent in Middle Tennessee. 

Dr. Sanford B. Hunt, of Buffalo, N. Y—Ona the hygrometrical state of the atmos- 
phere in various localities, and their influence on health. 

ns Frank H. Hamilton, of Buffalo, N. Y.—On the frequency of deformities in frac- 


ie, M. M. Pallen, of 8t. Louis, Mo—On puerperal convulsions. 

Dr. G. 8. Walker, of St. Louis, Mo.—On diseases of the prostate gland. 

Dr. H. A. Johnson, of Chicago, lll.—On the excretions as an index to the organie 
“ee going on jn the system. 

Dr. Leroy H. Anderson, of Sumterville, Ala—Ona Typhoid Fever and its Com- 
pli crac dl as it prevails in Alabama. 

Dr. W. H. Byford, of Evansville, la—On the Pathology and treatment of Scrofula. 

Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Chicago, llinois—On the Nutritive Qualities of Milk, and the in- 
fluence produced thereon by pregnancy and menstruation in the human female, and 
pregnancy in the cow; and also on the question whether there is not some mode by 
which the nutritive constituents of milk can be preserved in their purity and sweet- 
ness, and furnished to the inhabitants of cities in such quantities as to supercede the 
present defective and often unwholesome methods of supply. 

Dr. name Haskins, of Clarksville, Tenn——On Microscopical Investigations of Ma- 
lignant Tamors. 

‘eG George R. Grant, of Memphis, Tenn—-On the Sulphate of Quinia as a remedial 
agent in the treatment of fevers. 

Dr, R. R, Mellvaine, of Cincinnati, Obio—On the wow bold Pathology at the bed-side, 

Dr, F, 8, r, of Peoria, lilinots.—On 

Dr. Andrew F. Jeeter, of Palmyra, Mor—On the modu operandi of the Envenomed 
Secretion of Healthy Animals, 

Dr. Samuel M. Smith, of Columbus, Ohio.—On Insanity. 

Dr. Rene LaRoche, oe the Jaundive, Yellow Fever in its diognos- 
tical and prognostical relation 

Dr, Charles Quarles Chandler, of Rocheport, Mo.—On at Periodic Fevers. 

Dr, 8. B. Chase, of Portland, Maine —On oe — aine, 

Committee on Plans of Organization for State and County Societies—A. B. Palmer, 
M. D, Michigan: R. R. Mefivaing, M. D, Ohjo; D. L. MeGegin, M. D., lowa; E. BR. 
Peasley, M. D., New Hampshire ; Thomas Lipscomb, M. D., Tennessee. 

Committee on Medical Literature. Robert J. Breckenridge, M. Od tok oO. M. 
Langdon, M, D., Ohio; A. A. Gould, M. D., Massachusetts; L. MeGugin, M. D., 
lowa; J. B. Flint, M. D. Kentucky. 

Committee an Medial Education,—W am. A. hater, | M. re Alabama; A, Lopez, 
M.D, Alabama; Andrew Murray, M, D., Michigan; F. A. Ramsey, M. D,, Tennes- 
see | R. D. Ross, M D., Cherokee Nation, 

Committes on Prize Essoys--R. La Roche, M. D., Pennsylvania; Isaac Hays M.D., 
Pennsylvania; Alfred Stille, M, D., Pennsylvania; J, B. le, M. D., eg a : 
George W. Norris, M. D., Pennsylvania ; Joseph M. D,, Pensylvania ; Joseph 
Leidy, M, D,, Pennsylvania, 

Committee of Arrangements.—Isaac Hays, M, D., Pennsylvania ; G. Emerson, — 
Pennsylvania ; hear Jewel, M. D., Peansyivania ; Stille, M, D. Pen 
nia; J, B, Biddle, M, D,, Pennsylvania; Francis West, M. D,, Pennsylvania ; Wi +4 


a Keating, M. D. Pennsylvania. 
Committee on Publication.—Pliny Earle, M. D,, New York ; Da Frepdedpedia, I. 
D., Suaneteenies E, 8. Lemoine, M. D.. Missouri; Francis Went, M. D. 


nia; Alden March, M. D., New York; E, H. Davis, M, D,, New York; CR. Gilman, 
M. D., New York. 

Dr. Reyburn, of St. Louis, moved that the report be adopted, with the exception of 
that portion which refers to the Committee of Publication. He remarked, in support 
pf the resolution, that he saw no reason why the publication of the proceedings of tbe 
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Association should be changed trom Philadelphia to New York, as was evidently in. 
tended by placing the Philadelphia portion of the Committe in the minority. He did 
not thiok the business would be any better done in New York, and as long as the oli 
Committee performed their duty well, he did not see the necessity of the change, 

A lengthy and warm debate arose apon the resolution of Dr, Reybura. Drs: Seyre, 
of New York ; Eve, of Tennessee ; Paddock, of Minois; Herrick, of (inois; McPhee. 
ters, of St. Louis, and Davis. of Chicago, opposed the resolution, and Drs. Storer, of 
Boston, Reyburn, of Mo., and Atlee, of Pennsylvania, supported the resolution. 

On motion of Dr, Sayre, the Axsoviation resolved itself into a Committee of the 
whole, for the purpose of coasidering said report of the Sianding Committee. 

Dr. Elbert, of lowa, was made chairman, and the discussion was renewed with 
greater ardor. 

On rising, the Committee of the whole, through the chairman, reported in favor o! 
Dr. Reyburii’s resolution, and on motion of Dr. Atlee, the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee of the whole was adopted. 

The Assoviation adjourued to meet at three o'clock. 


AFTERNOON sSESSION—JMay 4. 

The Convention met at 3o’clock. Dr. N.S. Davis,one of the Vice-Presidents in the 
chatr. 

Dr. Atlee, of Penasylvania, moved, that this Association earnestly recommend to 
their medical brethren, in the states in which Societies do not exist, the immediate or- 
ganization of State and County Societies. Adopted. 

The following resolution of Dr. Ramsay, of Tennessee, was, on motion of Dr. Coons, 
of St. Louis, laid on the table. 

Resolved, Toat while this Association reserves to itself the right of expressing 
through reports of Committees, or by resolutions, its appreciation of professional qual- 
fications, or of medical education ; it is far from assuming the position of guardian of 
Medical Schools. . 

Dr, Breckenridge, of Kentucky, read a resolution of Dr, Lindsley, of Tennessee 
which being aneoded by Dr. Smith, of Columbus, Ohio, was adopted as follows: 

Resolved, That hereafter, every paper received by this Assoviation and ordered to 
be pablished, and al! plates, or ofner means of illustration, shall be considered the ex- 
elusive property of this Assdviation, aud shall be published and sold for the exclasive 
benefit of the A-=sociatiun, 

Dr. Byford, of ladiana, offered g resolution to change the names of Committees on 
Epidemics, co as to read “ Committees on prevailing diseases.” Ordered to lie over 
to the next meeting. Dr, Gross, of Kentucky, obtained leave to inform the Conven- 
tion that the second volume of the late Prof. Drake was in press at Philadelphia, and 
would be issued the present summer. 

The second yolume is on Practical Medicine, and is entirely independent of the 
first. 

Dr. Phelps of New York, now claimed the privilege which bad been granted in the 
morning session to read the fullowing abstract of a paper. 

“fhe docoment | bold in my hand purports to be an abstract of a paper which 
traces the connexion existing between medicine aud religion in its origin and pro- 
gress, and might receive the following style, to wit: a 

* Religion an Es tin Med , or the duties and obligations of the profession. 

It naturally divides it-elf into parts; the former is mainly pictorial, the latter sug- 


gestive and practical. The general scope and bearing of the subject may be em 
vader the following heads, viz: 

The substance and general outline may be stated in the following propositions : 

1. A revognition of the complex nature of man, bis immortality, free-agency, natural 
religwus propensities, aud sasceptibility of uadefinite intellectual mmprovement. 








ec? 


seesaw o #8 caetesa,Tes 


neo ao. a a ee. ae 





1854.) American Medicul Association. 297 


2. That medicine, or the art of bealing, as an art, must have heen of very ancient 
orgin, probably coeval with, or shortly subsequent to, the Fail of Man; but, as a sci- 
ence. of mach later date. 

3. That the earliest authentic record of medicine and the profession. and the 
collateral art of the apothevary, is to be fouud in the Bible, and localized in Egypt, the 
great depository of learning and art in that early age. 

4. That among the Israelites under tne Theocracy, and down to the time of the 

Apostles, medicine and the profession, were more or less identified with, or under tne 
direction of, patriarchs, prophets, priests and evangelists, or other prominent and good 
men. 
5. That the Greeks, though idolaters, were nevertheless deeply imbued with a sense 
of the claims and sacred obligations of their religious rights, and that Hippocrates and 
his disciples, as evidenced in the celebrated oath bearing his name, avouc hed the high- 
est religious sanctions in entering upon the responsible duties of the profession of me- 
dicine. 

6. That through the long night of the dark ages, the convulsions, the vice and down- 
fall of nations, science, medicine. and religion feel the shock—languish and struggle 
for an uncertain @xistence, but are not destroyed: and with the dawning of the refor- 
mation and the c nsequent revival of learning, and the spirit-of free inquiry, the arts, 
science and medicine as well as religion, receiving new impulses extend their do- 
mains, freedom ot thought develope, new elements of improvement, and the common- 
wealth of letters measurably disenthrifMed, gives lustre and momentam to knowledge, 
and bigh promise of success to ding generations 

7. The art of printing—the discovery of a new continent—of the circulation of the 
blood, and the publishing to the world the great principles of the Newtonian philoso- 
phy. together with the more general diffusion of the doctrines of the Reformation, gave 
new and increased energy aud extension to thought, science, medicine, and the arts 
of vivilized life, during the period included between the last baif of the fifteenth and 
uear the close of the seventeenth ceutury. 

&. That still another and brighter era dawns upon the world in the last half of the 
eighteenth century, in ascertaining the identity of the electric fluid and lightning—the 
discovery of galvani«m. of carbonic a id gas, oxygen gas, and the consequent devel- 
opment of the broad field of tic chemistry. and pari paseu with these, the in- 
ereased diffusion of Christian principles and benevolence as exhibited in the Bible, and 
other kindred Societies— hospitals, almshouses, asylums, aud other numerous charit- 
able institations—very much of the efficiency of which depends upon the science, the 
lime, the sacrifice and exposure of the medical profession. 

9. That the scientific, and other general developments of the last fifty years have 
been rapid above all human conception; every department and enterprise feels the 
mighty inpulse, por au ocean or coatinent escapes the scrutiny of the age. The long 
standing problem proposed by Columbus, of a Northwest passage is solved. Air, steam, 
and electricity yield subxerviency to the will of man aod execute his pleasure. Time 
and space are measurably annihilated. Remote parts of the country are brought into 
neighborhood. Intercommunication, hitherto so difficult between distant nations, is 
facilitated ; the benign principles of the Gospel wend their way; and hence the indi- 
cation of the early universal diffusion of light and knowledge, and the final mental 
emancipation of ovr race. 

10. That in elaborating the world’s destiny Religion is the great and all pervading 
element, and that even now it exerts a controlling or modifying influence, command- 
ing the homage and respect, either direotly or indirectly, of all classesand professions. 

11. That this influence is felt and receives the sanction and ackowledgment not 
only of the profession, as evidenced in our code of ethies, but specially also as wit- 
nessed in | -ctures, professors and presidents in their addresses, and other official acts 
in our colleges and schools of medicine. 

12. That this moral influence as a necessary sequence in professional intercourse 
with the people and with each other, is exerted on man, complex in his nature, con- 
sisting of soul and body, and these reciprocal in their action and influence, and con- 
lingeat in results here and hereafier, more or less upon professional intervention in 
the treatment of disease. 

13. That hence we deduce inferentially, the solemn and responsible professional re- 
lation existing between the physician and his patients, and that in consonance both 
with the requirements of our code of ethics and the judgment of those high and honor- 
ed in the profession, it is obligatory on the practitioner in grave disease, seasonably 
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to take the initiatory demanded either for business ts, or i 
consolation which religion can afford: PARNER Rome se~- 

14. That the prudent and discreet inculcation of the truths of the Gospel and the 
method of maa’s redemption by a mediator, instead of exerting an injurious effect 
upon bodily disease bave often quite a contrary tendency, arresting the attention of 
the patient—leading to a different train of thought, and thus sensibly relieving anguish 
of mind and pain of body—begetting trust, confidence and joy, and often ending in 
fatal cases in a peaceful and triumphant death. 

15. That fom the general scope of the subject, the compound nature of man, his 
eternity, accovotability, religious propensities, intellectual susceptibility and the recip. 
rocal action of bodyand mind in health and disease, the doctrine is educed of the par. 


medicine or the healing art. 
The foregoing propositions are enforced by such considerations and 
are suggested in support of the general subject. JAMES L. PH 
City of New York. 


: S of 
Religion, the great aneesthetic of the im mind, to be considered an element in 
as 


A motion to lay on the ta! le was lost. 

Dr. Atlee then moved that it be referred to a special committee. Adopted, and the 
chair appointed Des. Atlee, Sayre, and March gf Albany. 

Oa motion of Dr. Smith of New Jersey, the regular order of business was resumed. 

Dr. Eve moved that the matter relating to the report of the Committee on Nomina 
tions, and the blank occasioned by the amendment of Dr. Reyburn, which was adopt- 
ed in the Committee of the Whole, be referred back to the Nominating Committee for 
the purpose of filling up the blank, Lost. 

The question then recurred to the original repost of the Committee. Several amend- 
ments were offered and lost. . 

A warm and a ted di ion grew out of this question, which was participated 
in by Drs Breckenridge, Atlee, Storer, Sayre, McDowell, of St. Louis, White of Baffalo, 
and sev: ral others,which resulted ip the adoption of the original report of the Commit- 
tee on Nominations. 

On motion of Dr. White, of New York, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That @ vote of thanks be returned to the sate Publishing Committee for 
their best endeavors to serve the Association. 

The following communication was then read— 

The delegates from Philadeldhia feel themselves authorized to resign, in the name 
of Dr. Condie of Philadelphia, the office of Treasurer of the Assogiation. 

(Signed) RENE LA ROCHE, on behalf of the Philadelphia delegation 

The resignation of Dr. Condie was accepted, and on motion Dr. Charles Hooker of 
Connecticut, was elected Treasurer. 

Dr. Hooker declined, and his resignation was accepted. 

Dr. F. West of Philadelphia, tendered his resignation as Secretary. It was refused. 

A resolution was unanimously adopted, tendering the thanks of the Association to 
to Dr. Condie for the able and thorough manner in which he had performed the ardu- 
ous duties as Treasurer. 

On motion of Dr. Breckenridge of Kentucky, it was 

Resolved, That bereafier, the majority of the Committee on Publications shall be se- 
lected from among the Physicians of that city in which the Association may anoaally 


meet. 
A motion to amend the Constitution, providing that the Assoriation meet on the se- 


cond instead of the first Tuesday of May, was laid on the table for one year. 

A resolution of thanks was unanimously tendered Dr. Ninian Pinckney, for the able 
address delivered by him before the Association. 

Dr. J. K. Bartlett of Wisconsig, moved, and it was unanimously adopted that the 
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thanks of the Assoviation be tendered the Committee of Arrangements, the Physicians 
of St. Louis, and the citizens for their kind hospitalities, which they have extended to 
its members during their session in this city. 

The thanks of the Association were also voted to the several Steamboat and Rail- 
road Companies that had so generously offered a free passage to members returning 
from the Convéntion. 

Dr. W. W. Hitt of Indiana, offered the following— 

Resolved, That a Committee of —— members be appointed to examine into and re- 
port upon the effects of Alcoholic Liquors upon the human system in health and disease. 

Adopted and réferred to the Nominating Committee. 

Dr. Blatchford was nominated as Treasurer, by Dr. White in behalf of the Nominat- 
ing Committee. Dr. Blatchford declined serving, and subsequently the Committee re- 
ported the name of Dr. Isaac Wood of New York. They also reported the name of 
Dr. William D. Haskins of Richmond Virginia, as chairman of the Committee on Epi- 
demics of Virginia and North Carolina, instead of Dr. Peebles resignéd. 

The resolution of Dr, Hitt in reference to alcoholic drinks was reported back by the 
Nominating Committee, referring it to a special Committee consisting of Dr. Mussey. 

# letter from Dr, Englemana of St. Louis was read requesting to be discharged from 
the committee on the influencé of Geologica! formation on the character of disease. 
His request was fot granted. 

Dr. J. B. Lindsley offered the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the too prevalent practice of Professors in Medical Colleges recom- 
mending their own writings and editings as text books for their stddents, is in the 
opinion of the Association a serious evil tramelling as if does, the student in bis 
choice of books, end promoting the publication and circulation of Works of inferior 
merit. 

On motion it was laid on the table. 

A vote of thanks was returned to Dr. Hooker, Treasurer, pro tem. 

The President, Dr. Pope, wished the members all a safe return to their families and 
friends, and expressed the earnest desire that they would all meet again at Philadel 
phie, next year. He then declared the Association adjourned. 





